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Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Minutes for the meeting of September 26, 2018. 

Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA. 01337. 
 
Selectboard Members Present:               Others Present:   
Brian J. Keir, Chairman                                                Jared Smith 
Robert R. Raymond                                                 Bill Meese 
Stanley D. Garland                                                       Nick deRuiter 
         Anne-Marie Mallon 
         Russell Deane 
         Others per sign-in sheet 
Brian called the meeting to order at 6:01pm. 
 
Brian announced the meeting is being telecast live by BNCTV and will be 
available on replay on bnctv.net.  
 
Warrants (week ending September 21st) 
Brian asked for a motion to approve the Payroll warrant in the amount of 
$ 35,735.91. Motion by Stan, second by Bob. Approved unanimously.  
 
Brian asked for a motion to approve the Vendor warrant in the amount of 
$ 168,214.63. Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Approved unanimously.  
 
Minutes 

· Special Meeting, September 5, 2018. Motion by Bob to approve as written, 
second by Stan. Approved unanimously. Motion carried. 

· Regular Meeting, September 12, 2018. Motion by Bob to approve as 
written, second by Stan. Approved unanimously. Motion carried. 

· Special Meeting, September 19, 2018. Motion by Bob to approve as 
written, second by Stan. Approved unanimously. Motion carried. 
 

Calendar & Announcements  
Brian announced meetings of several Town committees and boards scheduled 
for the next 2 weeks, specifically: PVRSD School Committee; Thursday 
September 27, Joint meeting of PVRSD towns’ Selectboards and Finance 
Committees; Monday October 1, Conservation Commission; Thursday October 
4 and Planning Board Thursday October 4. 
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(continued) 
 
Citizen’s Concerns –  

Jared Smith representing the Bernardston-Gill-Leyden Snowmobile Club, 
citing significant annual growth of their swap meet requests use of Pratt Field 
for the Club's annual swap meet. Stan makes a motion to use Pratt Field if it ’s 
available. Bob seconds motion, asks for parking restrictions. Jared says they’ll 
do what’s expected of them to run an orderly event. Motion passes 
unanimously. 

 
Appointments 

6:05pm – Nick deRuiter, of the Cushman Library Board of Directors 
With budget season looming, the Library Board wants to give the Selectboard 
advanced notice that they’re going to ask for an increase in librarian wage. Nick 
provides data in support of the requested rate increase. He says that 
Bernardston is at the lower end of the regional scale. Library Board would like 
to get closer to average than where they are presently. Bob mentions current 
rate of $19.84. Nick closes by saying they are not asking for anything specific 
beyond a wage increase. 

 
6:15pm – Bernardston Board of Assessors 

The Board of Assessors have been invited to the meeting because they have 
questions regarding The Heirloom Collective. They start by questioning why 
Representative Mark has been asked to file a Home Rule Petition. Speculation 
that there may be relief on building code items. The mention of taxation on 
personal property is also discussed. The most recent Community Agreement 
language omitted a clause permitting personal property to be taxed. Stan 
mentions the next time there's a meeting with THC, that the Board of Assessors 
should be invited. 
 

6:25pm –  Paul Luther, Town Clerk 
Mr. Luther presented the November 6 election warrant to the Selectboard for 
their approval, prior to posting. Bob motioned to post the election warrant. 
Stan seconded. Vote taken and the motion passed 3-0. Paul then shared the 
news that the state Attorney General has approved the town bylaw changes 
which were supported by the Town at the Annual Town Meeting on June 6th.  
 
 6:35pm – Bill Meese, Conservation Commission Acting Chair 
Bill presented the Board with two options to reclaim the area on Shedd Road 
where some debris was removed earlier in the summer. Bob made a motion to 
accept Option 1 (addendum to the minutes) at a cost of up to $790. Motion was 
seconded by Stan and passed unanimously. The money for materials will come 
from the wetlands account with the Highway Department providing labor to 
install the materials. 
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Next, Bill mentioned some work that the railroad is conducting across the 
street from the former Farmers Supply store. The concern is about storage of 
heavy equipment. The state has said in the past that in essence, the railroad 
can do as they please. Bill would like the Con Comm to follow up with the 
railroad at the end of their project. 
 
Third, Bill asks for approval in hiring an engineer to disseminate some recently 
gathered data regarding the potential solar farm on Fox Hill Road. Finally, Bill 
shares some messages between he and Tim Snow, where Tim, due to other 
commitments, resigns as one of the Con Comm members. Bill solicited the help 
of the townspeople in filling the vacancy on the commission. Bob makes a 
motion to accept Tim Snow's resignation with regret. Stan seconded with the 
motion passing unanimously. 
 
New Business  
 
There were two requests to use BES, one by the Girl Scouts and the other for 
basketball practice. Bob made a motion to grant permission to the groups. 
Stan seconded the motion, which then passed unanimously. 
 
Police Chief Palmeri asked the Board to declare Cruiser #4 as surplus property 
for the purposes of auctioning it. Stan made a motion to do so with Bob 
seconding the motion. Vote was 3-0, motion passed unanimously. 

 
 
Old Business 
 
Repairs estimated at over $20K have caused the topic of buying a new loader 
for the Highway Department to be re-opened. Gary Wetherby was given an 
estimate by Milton CAT of $153,900. This includes $16,000 trade in value on 
our current machine. There are a lot of specific questions that only Gary could 
address. The Board plans to talk to Gary regarding those details. 
 
Town Coordinator Report 
 
A representative from Colonial Power Group checked in and let us know that 
our current electrical aggregation partner, Verde Energy has been purchased 
by Spark Energy. Spark has said that they will not be offering electrical 
aggregation services in MA for 2019. They will want to appear before the Board 
in November. 
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Mike Nobrega, carpentry instructor at Franklin County Tech said that his 
sophomore shop class would be able to take on the project of building a new 
attendant’s shed at the Transfer Station in the spring. They’ve done similar 
projects in Wendell and New Salem.  
 
Finally, Chief Shedd followed up on the recent Kringle Candle Chase event. The 
Chief reports that the race went well with no major incidents. There were 
nearly 500 participants and they look forward to next year’s event.  
 
Adjournment 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to declare the 
meeting adjourned at 7:25pm, Bob seconded. Motion carried.   
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
_________________, Chairman  ___________________         _______________________ 
Brian J. Keir                          Robert R. Raymond         Stanley D. Garland                               


