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Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard Meeting Minutes 

 
Minutes for the meeting of September 19, 2018.  
Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA. 01337.  
 
Selectboard Members Present:               Others Present:   
Brian J. Keir, Chairman                                                Peter Shedd 
Robert R. Raymond                                                 Cory Frehsee & 
Stanley D. Garland                                                       Nikki Perry 
         (Stevens & Assoc.) 
         Jane Dutcher 
         Others per sign in sheet 
 
Brian called the meeting to order at 4:30pm. 
 
The first order of business was discussion of the Fire Station. Chief Peter 
Shedd was on hand as were Nikki Perry and Cory Frehsee from Stevens & 
Associates architectural firm. 
 
Seeking to put an approximate price tag on the project, Bob mentions that $1.4 
million is probably as high as the town can afford. This includes $1 million in 
grant money put forth by the state. 
 
Cory thought that the project could be done given those budgetary constraints. 
Further, he said that he felt there would be no wetlands issues in renovating 
and building at the current location. 
 
Debate continued on size of completed facility, number of bays and other 
accoutrements.  
 
Cory mentions that it’s critical to prioritize the needs of the new/renovated 
building. He thinks that they can put together a very basic general idea of 
redesign and cost in time for the Board’s meeting on Sept. 26. 
 
An approximate footprint of the building is suggested to be 48’ x 74’. Cory says 
that a rough cost estimate for this type of building can be $300-$400/square 
foot. 
 



Page 2 of 2 
 

Selectboard Minutes 
September 19, 2018 
(continued) 
 
Jane asks about the trailers that are currently on site. They would have to be 
stored elsewhere.  
 
The discussion turns lively and past topics are revisited: Valley Concrete 
facility and cost, parking at current location and number of bays. It concludes 
with Cory revisiting: restrictions on grant money (if any), can this project be 
done within three years (yes), and the need to know a firm cost. 
 
The second topic of the afternoon was the ongoing repairs on the rotted wood 
at the Senior Center. Currently, Jeff Gale was authorized by the Board to repair 
the rotted siding at a total cost not to exceed $4,200. However, since starting 
the project, Mr. Gale has found significantly more damage that was visible from 
the exterior of the building. 
 
The new damage will increase the total price for repair to a maximum of $8,000. 
Jane asks where the money will come from. It’s decided that $4,000 will come 
from the Building & Renovation account. 
 
Motion by Bob to authorize the spending of $4,000 from the B&R account. 
Stan seconded the motion. Motion passed 3-0. 
 
While Jane was at the table, a letter that was hand delivered by PVRSD 
Director of Finance, Tanya Gaylord earlier in the afternoon was discussed. This 
led to a converstion about a situation at Bernardston Elementary School. The 
Pre-K playground is in dire need of wood chips beneath the structures. Bob 
said that he was told by BES that there was no money to buy them. The 
district should have paid for new chips, as it’s a maintenance item. However, 
Bob made a motion for the safety of the students and townspeople who use 
that playground to buy the chips at a cost of $1,200, money to be taken from 
the BES Capital Account. Second by Stan, motion passed unanimously. 
 
Adjournment 
With no further business to be discussed, Bob made a motion to declare the 
meeting adjourned at 5:50pm, Stan seconded. Motion carried.   
 
Attest: Louis Bordeaux, Town Coordinator  
 
 
_________________, Chairman  ___________________         _______________________ 
Brian J. Keir                          Robert R. Raymond         Stanley D. Garland                               


