
                                     Town of Bernardston 
Selectboard 

 
MEETING MINUTES: for the meeting of July 18, 2018.  
 
Meeting held at Town Hall, 38 Church St, Bernardston, MA. 01337.  
 
Select Board Members Present:                Others Present:   
Brian Keir, Chairman                                                           Jim Counihan, HVCC 
Robert R. Raymond                                                              Patrick Cloney, HVCC 
Stanley Garland                                                                    Tim Van Epps, HVCC 
                                                                                                (see attached)  
Brian called the meeting to order at 6:02pm.  
 
Brian announced the meeting is being broadcast this evening by BNCTV and is available on 
replay on bnctv.net.  
 
Warrants (week ending July 13th) 
Brian asked for a motion to approve the Payroll warrant in the amount of $53,431.58. Motion 
by Stan, second by Bob. Motion carried. Bob noted the Cushman Library Director has 
worked 62.5 hours for the current pay period and also for the last pay period. The Director’s 
regular hours are 56 hours for a pay period. Stan asked for an explanation for the additional 
hours. The Town Coordinator will follow up accordingly. 
 
Brian asked for a motion to approve the Vendor warrant in the amount of $90,962.43. 
Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Motion carried.  
 
Minutes 

· Regular Meeting, July 11, 2018. Motion by Stan to approve as written, second by 
Brian. Motion carried. 

 
Calendar & Announcements  
Brian announced meetings of several Town committees and boards scheduled for the next 2-
weeks including the Finance Committee, Board of Health and Planning Board.   
 
Citizen’s Concerns – None. 
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Appointments 
6:05pm – Happy Valley Compassion Center (HVCC) 
Representatives from HVCC were present to discuss two major items;  

a) a name change from Happy Valley Compassion Center to The Heirloom Collective 
(THC); 

b) an amendment to the present Host Agreement to permit cultivation of marijuana for 
the retail recreational marketplace.  

 
Jim Counihan explained the reason for the name change is to avoid confusion with another 
entity with a similar name. Given the legalization of marijuana use for recreational purposes, 
it make business sense for the firm to move toward cultivation for the recreational consumer 
in addition to the medicinal marketplace as originally planned. Market research indicates the 
demand for medical marijuana decreases as legalization of recreational marijuana becomes 
available.  Patrick Cloney said there will be no changes to the facility or manufacturing 
process to meet the demand of both marketplaces. The law requires 2 steps to obtain a license 
to cultivate for the recreational user; a host agreement, which in Bernardston’s case will be 
an amended Host Agreement, and a community outreach meeting in the location where a 
facility is established. Either the Town or THC can organize the community outreach 
meeting. Bob said he has reservations about this since when the idea was first broached by 
then HVCC, only cultivation of medical marijuana was proposed. He asked that does this 
now seem like the Selectboard is reversing its position? Jim said he will forward a proposed 
amended Host agreement for the Board’s and Town Counsel’s review. The present Host 
Agreement will take effect as soon as THC is granted their license from the state after a 
Certificate of Occupancy (COO) has been issued by the Building Inspector.  A COO is 
expected by no later than September 7th.  
 
6:30pm – Fire Station Expansion Committee (FSEC) 
Peter Shedd, Chairman of the FCEC met with the Board to speak to the $1millon earmarking 
for Bernardston in the state Capital Bond bill for FY19. Representative Paul Mark was 
instrumental in securing the funding. However, it is unclear what the terms and conditions 
are to release the funding. Rep Mark stated it is up to the Governor’s office to determine 
what plans need to be in place for the money to be released. The Town Coordinator will 
contact the Governors Western Massachusetts office for clarification. With respect to the 
prospective building currently owned by Valley Concrete on Rt142, Peter said the asking  
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price is $1.840million with about $94,000 in retrofitting costs being borne by the owner to 
convert the space suitable for a Fire Station totaling 15,000 sq ft in area. There is 
consideration to move the Police Dept to the site creating essentially a Public Safety 
Complex. The Highway Dept has toured the facility and has determined there is not enough 
space for their heavy equipment in addition to the Fire and Police Departments. There may 
be interest by Northfield or Gill to use some of the space as tenants given the location at the 
eastern border of Bernardston at the intersection of Rt10 & Rt 142. The Board agreed to 
invite the Police Chief to tour the building with the intent to determine what modifications 
are needed to jointly house a police department. A site visit was scheduled for Monday, July 
23rd at 3:15pm and the Police Chief will be notified accordingly.   
 
New Business  
Conservation Commission 

a) Enforcement Order at 26 Shedd Rd 
Bill Meese, Acting Chair of the ConCom spoke to an enforcement order issued to the 
Town to clean up road debris at 26 Shedd Rd. A tenant occupying the location 
brought the debris to the attention of the ConCom for remedial action. The Town 
through the Highway Dept is required to remove the debris which appears to be a 
mix of sand and road dirt from sweeping activity in the last couple of years. It is 
unknown how or by whom the debris was deposited at the location. The Highway 
Dept has until August 15th to remove the debris from the area using hand tools only.  
 

b) Special Account  
Secondarily, Bill is asking the Board to establish a 3rd Party Peer Review account to 
permit a consultant review large scale projects on the ConCom’s behalf at the 
applicants cost. Motion by Bob, second by Stan to establish a Special Account for the 
Conservation Commission for the purpose of hiring professional services to assist in 
evaluating impacts to wetlands. Motion carried.  

 
Hydrology Study 
A scope of work was provided by Brian Yellen of Amherst to conduct a hydrology study on 
behalf of the Master Plan Implementation Committee (MPIC) for $8,000.00. The study focus 
on 3 main areas of concern: 

1) Stream Aggradation 
2) Effects of Climate Change 
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3) Beaver Activity 
 
The report will be completed by December 31, 2018. Town Meeting passed Article 24 to 
fund the project. Motion by Bob to approve the Scope of Services from Brian Yellen for a 
Hydrology Study in the amount of $8,000, second by Stan. Motion carried.  
 
Resignation – Town Coordinator 
The Town Coordinator, Hugh Campbell, offered his resignation effective August 30, 2018. 
He is returning to the private sector full-time to join his wife’s business. Brian read aloud the 
resignation letter. An advertisement and job description were provided to begin a search for 
a replacement. Motion by Bob to accept the letter of resignation with regret, second by Stan. 
Motion carried. Hugh said he will primarily focus on getting the files and office organized so 
it will easier for a replacement to step into the positon, tie up as many loose ends as possible 
and assist in reviewing job applications on behalf of the Board. He thanked the Board for 
their kind words and genuinely enjoyed working Bernardston for the past 7+ years.  
 
Old Business 
Cushman Park – Trees 
Tree Warden Brad Bordewiek reported the Home of Brave Liberty Tree Project (HBLTP) is 
essentially defunct because of lack of donations. A total of 5 trees were reserved by the Town 
through the HBLTP at no cost to replace 5 trees removed from Cushman Park due to safety 
concerns. Brad will seek replacement trees through an alternative means.  
 
Town Coordinator Report 
Hugh Campbell reported on the following:  

· Turners Falls Rd Bridge Project – Projected finish date is August 15th. Good weather 
and low flow of Dry Brook has been helpful top moving the job along. The 
Kuzmeskas Bus Company will be notified accordingly. 

· Hollywood – 439 Brattleboro Rd. - An inspection completed by Abide Asbestos 
Removal Services was held on Tuesday July 17th. A quote is pending.  

· Town Clerk – amendments to the Zoning Bylaws passed at Town Meeting have been 
sent to the state Attorney General’s office for approval. The 3% tax levy on retail sales 
of recreation marijuana has gone to the state Dept of Revenue.  
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Adjournment 
With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to declare the meeting 
adjourned at 7:34pm, Brian seconded. Motion carried.   
 
Attest: Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator  
 
_________________, Chairman          _________________         __________________ 
Brian Keir                                              Robert R. Raymond          Stanley D. Garland                                


