
                                     Town of Bernardston 
Board of Selectmen 

 
MEETING MINUTES: for the meeting of January 3, 2018.  
 
Meeting held at the Bernardston Town Hall, 38 Church Street, Bernardston, MA. 01337.  
 
Select Board Members Present:                Others Present:   
Stanley Garland, Chairman                                                 Tom Newton, Hartwell St 
Robert R. Raymond                                                             Mona Minor, Tax Collector 
Brian Keir                                                                               
                                                                                                 
Stan called the meeting to order at 6:01pm.  
 
Stan announced the meeting is being broadcast live this evening by BNCTV and recorded for 
public viewing on the BNCTV website.  
  
Warrants (week ending December 29th) 
Stan asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of $39,249.44. Motion 
by Bob, second by Brian. Motion carried.  
 
Stan requested a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $587,886.16. 
Motion by Bob, second by Brian. Motion carried. Stan noted the vendor warrant included 
the PVRSD assessment for $567,920.20.  
 
Minutes 

· Regular Meeting, December 20, 2017. Motion by Bob to approve as written, second 
by Brian. Motion carried.   

 
Calendar & Announcements  
Stan read aloud the meetings, events and activities in Town for the near future including 
meeting being held by the Bernardston Fire & Water District, Planning Board, Master Plan 
Implementation Committee and PVRSD School Committee.  
 
Citizen’s Concerns – None 
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Hearing 
6:05pm – Edwin Gray, 65 South St Building Permit Denial 
 
Ed Gray did not appear at the hearing continued from December 20, 2017. Certified mail 
sent to Mr. Gray informing him of a continuance to January 3, 2018 was not signed for and 
no voicemail or email was received at the Selectboard office citing an inability to attend 
tonight’s hearing. Motion by Brian to affirm the Building Inspector’s decision to withhold 
issuance of a building permit for 65 South St filed on September 14, 2017 in accordance with 
the Town of Bernardston Delinquency Tax bylaw as amended. However, the Selectboard will 
reconsider approval of a building permit subject to a satisfactory repayment plan agreed to in 
writing with the Tax Collector, second by Bob. Motion carried. This decision will be made 
known via certified mail to Mr. Gray.  
 
Appointments  
6:10pm Tom Newton, Hartwell St 
Tom Newton presented a written statement to the Board regarding the new Fire Station. A 
measure to borrow $2.6million for land and construction failed to pass muster at a Special 
Town Meeting in October 2017. Essentially, Tom proposes to build an addition to the present 
facility to the east to house office, locker, training, storage and utility rooms utilizing a gift of 
land from Bud Foster. Tom believes this is a cost effective approach to providing more room 
for the Fire Department solving their immediate issues of lack of space. Bob stated the 
present fire station sits on a plot of land including Cushman Library and Powers Institute 
listed as a historical district that may require special dispensation from the state or federal 
government for building alterations. The written proposal is included in the minutes herein.  
 
In addition, Tom asked about the status of the Strong Chief proposal to convert from the 
present Fire Engineers system. Stan stated there will be an article presented to the next 
Annual Town Meeting seeking adoption of a Strong Fire Chief system for the Bernardston 
Fire Department. 
 
New Business  
Time-Off Request 
Motion by Bob, second by Brian to approve time-off as requested by an employee. Motion 
carried.  
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COA Resignation 
Betty Stafursky submitted her resignation from the COA as a bus driver effective January 
22nd. Motion to accept the resignation letter by Brian with regret, second by Bob. Motion 
carried. A letter of appreciation was signed by the Board.  
 
Veteran’s Flags- Memorial Day 
The Upper Pioneer Valley Veteran’s District (UPVVD) is offering Memorial Day flags at a 
cost of .16 per flag after state reimbursement. Stan suggested asking the local Vets club and to 
how many are needed and place an order accordingly. The Vets club will distribute the flags 
at gravesites. Flag holders are also available at a cost of $8.75 each.  
 
Fire Truck Accident 
Stan reported an accident involving the #3 Fire Engine on January 2nd returning from a 
chimney fire on Eden Trail. The truck hit black ice and skidded across the road damaging 6 
mailboxes at 27 Eden Trail. The truck is in repair. No injuries reported. A claim has been 
filed with the Town’s insurer.  
 
Old Business 
Cushman Library  
Library Director Karen Stinchfield posted an advertisement to hire a person to shovel the 
front steps and the handicapped ramp area. At the December 20th Selectboard meeting, after 
being approached by a Library Trustee the Board authorized Town Hall Custodian Robert 
Smith to do the shoveling. Stan asked for an explanation from the Library Trustees the 
Board’s decision to have a town employee do the work was rejected. Brian said he was 
baffled by the Library decision to not accept help in the matter. In the meantime, measurable 
snow has fallen and the handicapped ramp is not completely cleared of ice and snow.  
 
Fire Station 
Brian addressed the status of the Fire Station Expansion Committee and future meetings and 
membership. The present committee is appointed through March 31, 2018. He said a meeting 
should be called in the near future to keep the process moving. Alternate plans or concepts 
including what Tom Newton presented this evening will be discussed. Perhaps additional 
members to the committee should also be considered. Bob said things spiraled off course last 
year when a public meeting was held and far greater plans than expanding the present 
building were floated. Stan reiterated the Board’s commitment to a new or expanded facility, 
but something of smaller scale and cost. He felt the residents spoke loud and clear at Town  
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Meeting regarding they feel they can afford and will support. Stan asked a letter of support 
be drafted to Peter Shedd, Chairman of the Fire Station Expansion Committee affirming the 
Board’s support for a new station and commitment to the process. 
 
Police Officer Search 
Police Chief Jim Palmeri provided a memorandum regarding the status of the search for a 
Full-Time Police Officer to replace the departed Chris Savinski.  Advertisements have not 
produced suitable candidates with credentials to fill a full-time position. Jim feels he has 2 
solid candidates that both need police academy training. However, he will have an $8,534 
funding gap to fill the position with the successful candidate. The Board discussed the merits 
of maintaining part-time officers to fill in vs a full-time officer and agreed adequate training 
was a large issue to be considered. Stan suggested the Board discuss this with the Chief at the  
January 17th meeting when he presents his budget. The memorandum is included in the 
minutes herein.  
 
Town Coordinator Report 
Hugh Campbell reported on the following:  

· Annual Reports 2017. All departments, committees and boards, and elected officials 
have been requested to submit Annual Reports for calendar 2017 by February 28th. 
Considerations for dedications should be kept in mind over the next several weeks. 
Further, a winter photograph for the cover may be desirable this year.  

· Community Compact IT Grant. Proposals were received from 3 of 5 vendors asked to 
submit a Request for Information (RFI.) Costs range from $6,000 to $16,000 
depending on scope and scale of desired services. The proposals will form the basis of 
a grant application to the Community Compact Program for a Town Hall data back-
up system.  

· Town Hall Water – Water was lost on Sunday December 31st at Town Hall. The 
Treasurer was working with payroll submission and reported the situation. Calls were 
made to the Town Hall Custodian, Letourneau Plumbing and the Bernardston Fire & 
Water District. The water gauge in the basement had frozen which the district 
promptly replaced restoring water to the building.  
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Adjournment 
With no further business to be discussed, Bob made a motion to declare the meeting 
adjourned at 6:54pm, Brian seconded. Motion carried.   
 
Attest: Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator  
 
_________________, Chairman          _________________         __________________ 
Stanley D. Garland                               Robert R. Raymond          Brian Keir     


