
                                     Town of Bernardston 
 

Board of Selectmen 
 

MEETING MINUTES: for the meeting of January 10, 2017.  

 

Select Board Members Present:                Others Present:   

Andrew Girard, Chairman (arrived in progress)                 (See attached list)                             

Robert R. Raymond                                                               Representative Paul Mark 

Stanley Garland                                                                      

                                                                                                  

Acting Chairman Stan Garland called the meeting to order at 6:38pm.  

 

Stan summarized the intent of tonight’s meeting was to conduct a discussion of topics 

broadly defined as a) District Consolidation, b) Cost Control and c) District Agreement. 

Specific town officials from each of the 4 member towns of PVRSD received invitations as 

follows: Selectmen, Finance Committee and PVRSD School Committee members. In 

addition, Representative Paul Mark and PVRSD administration were also specifically invited. 

The meeting is open to the public. Stan specifically introduced Representative Paul Mark to 

the audience. Stan turned the meeting over to Bob Raymond.  

 

Bob stated that a meeting of all 4 PVRSD member towns similar to this evening was last held 

in September 2009. A follow up meeting was scheduled and only 4 persons appeared so no 

further meetings were conducted. Bob had 5 specific topics to discuss: 

1) District Agreement. The District Agreement now in effect was amended in 1991 and 

1999 to accommodate inclusion of elementary schools into PVRSD. He feels the 

District Agreement can and should be review on a periodic basis to determine if it 

meets the needs of shifting demographics within PVRSD.  

2) School Budget. Minor increases in the overall school budget do not always translate 

into a minor increase to member towns due the state formula used to determine the 

minimum contribution. Bob said he would be happy with a 2.5% increase in the 

Bernardston assessment, but knows that a 2.5% increase to the entire school budget 

translates into a 4.5% or higher increase to Bernardston and is unsustainable over the 

long term.  

3) Joint Administration. Bob feels that administrative functions at PVRSD can be 

merged with other school districts in an effort to curtail the overhead cost of 

education.  
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4) Dual Enrollment with GCC. Bob asked why has this program has been disbanded at 

PVRS. The brighter students should be afforded an opportunity to attend a 2-year  

college while in high school to improve their chances with 4-year college and 

university acceptance. Perhaps developing a magnet school concept is plausible as 

well.  

5) PVRSD Enrollment. Bob noted that in 2010, there was total of 1,100 students enrolled 

and in 2016 the enrollment had dropped to 800. Yet the school budget continues to 

increase every year.  

6)  

In closing, Bob offered consideration of the 4 members towns making a 1-time payment of 

$201,000 to clear the deficit from the lunch program rather than write it off over a series of 

years.  

 

Discussion was sought from the audience after the opening remarks by the Bernardston 

Selectmen.  

 

Jeffrey Neipp, Selectman from Leyden stated the $527,000 assessment his towns pays for 

educating 18-20 Leyden children at Pearl Rhodes Elementary school is not cost effective. The 

balance of the Leyden elementary student population numbers another 15-20 from school 

choice students. He and fellow Selectmen in Leyden are not opposed to closing Pearl Rhodes 

elementary and consolidating education for Leyden residents with Bernardston or 

Greenfield. Lance Fritz, Leyden Selectmen, read from the District Agreement citing Section 

3 B noting the present agreement states that children in their respective PVRSD member 

towns will receive an education located in facilities in those towns. Thus, for Leyden to 

consolidate with Bernardston, this section at a minimum would require an amendment.  

 

Stephen Nestonpower, Bernardston Finance Committee, stated his math of Leyden’s 

assessment at approximately $30,000 per student simply isn’t sustainable. He feels strongly 

that changes in the cost of education for PVRSD students must be considered. The district 

can’t afford to continue in its present form.  

 

David Young, Warwick Town Coordinator and School Committee member elected from 

Warwick, stated that closing local schools in member towns is a politically emotional issue 

and is difficult to accomplish. He stated further, his role as an elected PVRSD School 

Committee member is represent the best interests of the school district, not just to that of his 

hometown. David believes that there a serious staffing issues in the district that need to be  
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addressed and embracing technology to enhance education opportunities is something of real 

value.  

 

Discussion turned toward the District Agreement and how changes could be made to it to 

reflect the current circumstances of PVRSD members. A citizen group was proposed by 

Bernardston Finance Committee Chair Jane Dutcher. Pat Shearer, School Committee 

member from Northfield, stated the PVRSD policy sub-committee has just begun to review 

the district agreement to bring it in line for compliance with the MGL’s. Jane said a non-

School Committee driven group of citizens should also review the agreement citing 

objectivity and non-vested interests of the membership.  

 

Representative Paul Mark was asked to speak to the issue of school district funding from the 

state government perspective. He stated that he represents a total of 8 regional school 

districts and all share the same burden as PVRSD. The nature of politics aligned in Boston 

area does not help communities with distinct rural factors in play in western Massachusetts. 

However, he applauded the group here this evening in trying to get out ahead of the 

situation. The state has taken over other schools and school districts in the Commonwealth 

and there is little room for community input with policy and spending matters. He and 

Senator Rosenberg work tirelessly to ensure western Mass interests are not ignored, but 

conceded it is a difficult task given the politics of the east.  

 

Sue O’Reilly McRae asked the reason for the declining enrollment in the school district in 

recent years. Lack of substantive employment opportunities in the Franklin County for 

young families and PVRSD member towns being looked as more of bedroom communities 

for older populations were 2 factors cited.  

 

Lance Fritz returned the discussion back to the formation of citizen committee to review the 

District Agreement. He felt representation from the School Committee was fair for inclusion 

to some degree. The following committee was agreed to by consensus of the group in 

attendance:  

 A committee of 10 in addition to the PVRSD Superintendent for a total of 11 

members. 

 Two (2) members were to be selected by PVRSD member Selectboards.  

 Two (2) members of the present School Committee chosen by the School Committee.  
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 The committee shall have 12-month to produce a report and or make 

recommendations to the School Committee and Selectboards of each PVRSD 

member. 

 The committee has no formal name; however PVRSD District Agreement Review 

Committee was suggested and may be suitable.  

 

A meeting scheduled for 6:30pm Wednesday January 25th at the Bernardston Senior Center 

was agreed to by the group to follow up on the status of the creation of the PVRSD District 

Agreement Review Committee and further discuss the role and responsibilities of the same.  

 

 

Adjournment 

With no further business discussed, Stan made a motion to declare the meeting adjourned at 

8:04pm, Bob seconded. Motion carried.   

 

Attest: Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator  

 

_________________, Chairman          _________________         __________________ 

Andrew I. Girard                                  Stanley D. Garland             Robert R. Raymond                     


