
                                     Town of Bernardston 

Board of Selectmen 

 

MEETING MINUTES: for the meeting of November 9, 2016.  

 

Select Board Members Present:                Others Present:   

Andrew Girard, Chairman                                                     See attached. 

Robert R. Raymond                                                                 

Stanley Garland                                                                       

                                                                                                  

Chairman Andrew Girard called the meeting to order at 6:03pm.  

 

Andrew announced the meeting is being broadcast by BNCTV.   

  

Warrants (week ending October 4th) 
Andrew asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of $42,241.59. 

Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Motion carried.  
 

Andrew requested a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $610,530.31 

Motion by Bob, second by Stan. Motion carried. The assessment to PVRSD for over $555,000 

was included in this week’s vendor warrant.  

 

Minutes 

 Regular Meeting, October 26, 2016. Motion by Stan to approve as written, second by 

Bob. Motion carried.  

 Special Meeting, November 3, 2016. Motion by Stan to approve as written, second by 

Bob. Motion carried 2-0 with Andrew abstaining as he was not present for the 

November 3rd meeting. 

 

Calendar & Announcements  

Bob read aloud the events and activities in Town for the next few weeks. 

 

Citizen’s Concerns – None 

 

Appointments  

6:05pm Paul Luther, Town Clerk  

Paul Luther reported the results from the election of November 8th. The results for all state 

and federal offices including local school committee vacancies are included in the minutes 
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herein. A total of 275 residents participated in Early Voting and another 60 

sent in absentee ballots. Total voter turnout reached 79.3%, the highest in 10-years. 

Bernardston has a total of 1,567 registered voters on record. He publicy thanked all of the 

staff who worked election day as there was a steady pace all day. Paul did reference one of 

the voting machines was acting up not accepting folded ballots, but is not convinced a new 

machine is warranted. A new voting machine in the $7,500 range. 

 

New Business 

BES Use  

Motion by Stan, second by Bob to approve the following requests to use BES:  

a) Recreation Commission for youth basketball, Mon-Fri 5pm-7.40pm, Sat 8am-3pm 

November 11, 2016 – March 19, 2017. 

b) Pioneer Youth basketball, Monday & Tuesday 7.40pm – 9.00pm November 19, 2016 – 

March 19, 2017.  

Motion carried.  

 

COA Wage Adjustment 

Dianne Cornwell, COA Director informed the Board that Sandra Stevens wage will be 

adjusted January 1, 2017 to meet state mandated minimum wage requirements at $11.00 per 

hour. She is currently being paid $10.32 per hour. The Board has no issue with the increase 

but did insist the grant funding source bear the increased wage cost.   

 

Selectmen’s Meeting 

The Board agreed to hold the next regular meeting on Tuesday November 22nd instead of 

Wednesday November 23rd in advance of the Thanksgiving Day weekend. No change in time 

of the meeting.  

 

Employee Time-Off 

Motion by Stan to approve a request from an employee for time-off, second by Bob. Motion 

carried.  

 

Liquor License renewals 2017 

Motion by Bob to approve the following 2017 liquor license renewals:  

a) The Farm Table restaurant 

b) Kringle Liquor Shop 

c) Bernardston Veterans Club 
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d) Antonio’s Pizza 

e) Corner Country Store 

Second by Stan. Motion carried. Stan mentioned recent changes in legislation on the state 

level that permits municipalities to deny licenses on the basis of tax delinquency.  

 

Driveway Permit 

A driveway permit application was submitted by Alison Dembek for 296 Bald Mountain Rd 

complete with a $25.00 fee and a sign-off by the Highway Superintendent. Motion by Stan to 

approve a request for a street cut permit at 296 Bald Mountain Rd, second by Bob. Motion 

carried.  

 

Selectmen’s Association Meeting 

The next Franklin County Selectmen’s Association meeting is scheduled for Thursday 

December 8th at the Whatley Inn. Each Board member will attend with a guest for a total of 

6.  

 

Flags  

The Upper Pioneer Valley Veteran’s District notified the Board that flags for veterans graves 

can be purchased through the district for .16 cents each after a 75% reimbursement. Orders 

are being taken through December 29th for Memorial Day services in May 2017.  

 

Volunteer Application 

Ananda Larson of Merrifield Rd submitted a volunteer application to the Board. The 

application will be held on file for when an opening suitable to her interests may become 

available.  

 

Modernize Municipal Finance Bill  

Stan spoke to recent legislation signed into law August 19th modernizing municipal finance 

regulations. He noticed many changes in municipal finance laws that may be of relevance to 

the Town including higher thresholds for Chapter 30B procurement procedures, combining 

the tax collector/treasurer duties, appointing a single Selectman authorized to sign warrants, 

emergency spending measures, end of year transfers, and stabilization funds. A copy of the 

summary of changes will be made available to the Finance Committee.  
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Old Business 

Powers Institute Surplus Property 

Bids were received at 2:00pm on November 8th for property declared as surplus consisting of 

10 school desks, 1 school bench, a folding table and 3 desks. A single bidder for $125.00 

responded. Motion by Stan to award the bid to Jeremiah Bayer, 629 Bernardston Rd, 

Greenfield, MA. 01301 in the amount of $125.00, second by Bob. Motion carried.  

 

Turners Falls Rd bridge 

Stantec wrote to the Board stating that design for a 35-mph speed limit on Turners Falls Rd 

over the bridge would require an additional 136 linear feet adding to the construction cost 

approximately $30,000. An alternative would be to post the speed at 30-mph to avoid the 

additional cost.  It was decided to leave the design at 35-mph and put the additional cost in as 

an alternate and assess the bids as they arrive to see if the additional construction cost would 

come in on budget. The original projected cost for the project is $349,000.  

 

Community Compact Program  

Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator, recommended 3 topics for consideration under the 

Community Compact program with the state as follows:  

1) Develop a long term strategy for IT services 

2) Develop a multi-year vehicle replacement/maintenance schedule 

3) Develop a small bridge and culvert replacement program  

Each of the above subjects is germane to Bernardston in the immediate. Motion by Bob to 

apply to the Community Compact program for the 3 topics recommended by the Town 

Coordinator, second by Stan. Motion carried.  

 

Happy Valley Compassion Center  

Motion to submit another letter of support to the Department of Public Health to affirm 

Bernardston’s support for a medical marijuana cultivation facility by Bob, second by Stan. 

Happy Valley has indicated they are now considering the property off of Rt 10 behind the 

Fox Inn as a site for the cultivation facility. Motion carried. The Board agreed to meet with 

Happy Valley Thursday November 17th at 9:30am to continue discussion about a host 

agreement.  
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Town Coordinator Report 

Hugh Campbell reported on the following:  

a) The Town of Warwick is interested in meeting with Bernardston regarding the FY18 

PVRSD budget. No word from Northfield or Leyden as of this writing.  

b) Rescue Vehicle – Fire Chief Peter Shedd stated the EMT rescue vehicle broke down 

recently and it is questionable whether it is worth repair.  

c) The Police & Fire Accident injured on duty seminar held by the Town’s insurer MIIA 

was very interesting. A review of the Town’s insurance coverage is warranted as a 

result.  

 

Adjournment 

With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to declare the meeting 

adjourned at 7:03pm, Bob seconded. Motion carried.   

 

Attest: Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator  

 

_________________, Chairman          _________________         __________________ 

Andrew I. Girard                                  Stanley D. Garland             Robert R. Raymond                     


