
 

Town of Bernardston 
Board of Selectmen 

 

MEETING MINUTES: for the meeting of February 4, 2016 

 

Select Board Members Present:                   Others Present:   

Robert R. Raymond, Chairman                                           See attached list 

Stanley Garland - absent                                                                    

Andrew Girard                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                               

Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6.30pm. Bob stated there was a limited time 

for tonight’s meeting and no questions from the audience will be taken. He recognized members of 

the Planning Board, ZBA, Police Dept and the Bernardston Fire & Water District in attendance. The 

next Selectmen’s meeting is February 17th and questions from those in attendance will be taken up 

then.  

 

6:30pm - Happy Valley Compassion Center 

Bob introduced the three principals of the company Happy Valley Compassion Center, Tim Van 

Epps, James Counihan and Patrick Cloney. Happy Valley is seeking approval from the state 

Department of Health (DPH) as a certified medical marijuana producer and is looking at Bernardston 

as a possible location to site a facility. They have two sites in mind; the vacant lot adjacent to the Inn 

at Crumpin Fox (the so-called Church lot/Sandri lot) and or an existing structure located on the Farm 

Table farm near Cross Rd.  

 

James Counihan said he and his partners have registered Happy Valley as a non-profit organization 

with the purpose of cultivating marijuana for medicinal purposes. Their approach to Bernardston is 

one of a spirit of cooperation seeking the community to be welcoming of their establishment and not 

vehemently opposed. They also recognized the controversial nature of their product. They believe 

there is an established skilled farming workforce in Bernardston that lends itself to a successful 

agricultural venture. The DPH license, if granted, will allow Happy Valley to grow (cultivate,) 

process and sell marijuana to the public with prescriptions from medical professionals. At this stage, 

Happy Valley is seeking a location to grow and house the product.  In order to secure a license with 

the DPH, Happy Valley must secure the following:  

a) compliance with local zoning; 

b) a letter of support from the host municipality in the form of a letter of support or a letter of 

non-opposition; 

c) evidence of contract or lease documents with potential landlord(s) in the host municipality.  

 

The DPH will be strictly regulating the operation. Growth of the plant can only meet demand. 

Security of the facility will be fully compliant with state law. Happy Valley plans to employ up to 20  
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people and these jobs would be fully benefitted paying a living wage. Bob Raymond asked if the 

employees would be migrant workers instead of local people. Patrick Cloney stated that local people 

with farming knowledge would be targeted. He said the marijuana plant can be fickle and 

experienced people with agricultural knowledge is important to producing healthy yields. Patrick 

Cloney said that Tim Van Epps through his association with the Sandri companies felt that 

Bernardston was an ideal location for a facility. The open lot on Rt 10 offers an opportunity to build. 

This area is zoned for commercial or industrial use and is designated in the Expedited Permitting 

District (EPD.) The existing structure on the Farm Table/Kringle property may need a variance or 

special permit from the ZBA.  

 

Bob stated the Selectmen can enter into a host agreement with Happy Valley which can stipulate 

financial revenue to the municipality. Other communities have entered into host agreements with 

medical marijuana producing companies which may also include a local excise tax. Patrick Cloney 

said there is no limitation on how many cultivation or dispensary locations can be sited in the state as 

a result of the new Baker Administration’s view on the marketplace for this type of industry. 

 

Bob permitted questions from the audience.  In summary, questions followed by answers were as 

follows:  

 Russ Deane, BF&WD. Waste product? Virtually none per Patrick Cloney.  

 Andrew Girard, Selectman. Water needs? To be determined if a well or Town water would be 

used and either hydroponic recycling or drip irrigation methods likely per Patrick Cloney. 

 Brian Mielke, Planning Board. Labor force? Agricultural labor force paying a benefitted living 

wage per James Counihan.  

 Jack Patch, ZBA. Size of facility? A building of 10,000 square feet is desired with another area 

of 5,000 square feet for processing per Patrick Cloney. 

 Brian Hervieux. Recreational marketplace potential? If licensed by the DPH, Happy Valley 

will be able to meet the demands of the recreational marketplace if passed by ballot in 

Massachusetts per James Counihan. 

 

Bob wrapped up the meeting by asking all in attendance to bring specific concerns to the next 

Selectmen’s meeting on February 17th.  

 

Adjourn   With no further business to be discussed, Andrew made a motion to declare the meeting 

adjourned at 7.21pm, Bob seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Attest: Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator 

 

_________________, Chairman          _________________, Member      __________________,Member 

Robert R. Raymond                     Andrew I. Girard                             Stanley D. Garland 


