
 

Town of Bernardston 
Board of Selectmen 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES: for the meeting of October 28, 2015  

 

 

Select Board Members Present:                    Others Present:   

Robert R. Raymond, Chairman                                          James Palmeri, Police Chief 

Andrew Girard                                                                    Karen Stinchfield, Cushman Library 

Stanley Garland                                                                   Cathryn Thomas, Cushman Library  

                                                                                              Bryan Tennyson  

                                                                                                 

Chairman Bob Raymond called the meeting to order at 6.02pm.  

 

Bob announced the meeting was being broadcast by BNCTV. 

 

Warrants (week ending 10/23/2015) 
Bob asked for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of $32,337.63. Motion by Stan, 

second by Andrew. Motion carried. 

 

Bob requested a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $23,280.31. Motion by 

Stan, second by Andrew. Motion carried.  

 

Minutes 

Regular Meeting of October 14, 2015.  Motion by Stan to approve as written, second by Andrew. 

Motion carried.  

 

Special Meeting of October 23, 2015. Motion by Stan to approve as written, second by Andrew. 

Motion carried.  

 

Calendar & Announcements 

Bob read aloud. 

 

Building Permits 

None reported by the FCCIP.  

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

None. 
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BOS Meeting 

October 28, 2015 
(cont.)  
 

 

Appointments 

6.05pm James Palmeri, Police Chief 

Police Chief James Palmeri appeared before the Board to introduce Bryan Tennyson of Goshen, MA 

whom he is recommending to be appointed as a part-time police officer in Bernardston. Bryan has 

undergone certified basic training for reserve officers, is proficient in First Responder, Suicide 

Prevention and Field Training. He is currently employed by Eaglebrook Academy as full-time 

security. Jim noted that he asked Bryan to write a 1-page essay on Bernardston and was impressed 

with the effort. Motion by Stan to appoint Bryan Tennyson as a part-time police officer in the Town 

of Bernardston, second by Andrew. Motion carried.  

 

6.10pm Karen Stinchfield, Cushman Library Director 

a) Oil Tank 

It was discovered the vent pipe on the underground oil tank at Cushman library had sheared off 

completely due to corrosion exposing the tank interior to the outside air. Hugh Campbell reached 

Dead River Company immediately to inspect the problem as heavy rain was forecast for the following 

day. Dead River conducted a temporary repair of the vent pie to ensure no water would get into the 

tank. A replacement of the vent pipe is scheduled for Wednesday November 3rd. The Board discussed 

the long term plans for the underground tank which has a 1,000 gallon capacity and with this latest 

mishap; perhaps the tank needs to be replaced. Bob said the Town had missed an opportunity to 

convert to propane gas since a new furnace was installed in February. The Cushman Library Trustees 

were opposed to a conversion to natural gas a heat source. Fire Chief Peter Shedd conducted a 

pressure test within the last 12-months and revealed the tank is leak free. However, the surface 

corrosion may be a sign the tank is beginning to be compromised.  

 

b) Book Sale Proceeds 

On a separate matter, Bob asked about the recent book sale proceeds are why the funds are not 

deposited into the General Fund. Karen said the monies are kept in a separate “Friends of Cushman 

Library” account so they can access the funds annually to manage the book sale. If the funds went to 

the General Fund, the library would not have access. A revolving account could be established by 

Town Meeting to allow the library access to the fund on an as needed basis.  

 

New Business 

Cushman Library Trustees 

The Cushman Library Trustees are seeking the appointment of Jaqueline Lejuene to replace Edward 

Porter who recently resigned. Motion by Andrew to appoint Jaqueline Lejuene, 530 Huckle Hill Rd, 

to fill the term of Edward Porter. Second by Stan. Motion carried.   
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BOS Meeting 

October 28, 2015 
(cont.)  
 

 

Farm Table Liquor License Hours 

The Farm is seeking to extend serving hours by 1-hour for Friday January 1, 2016 to 2:00am. Motion 

by Stan to approve, second by Andrew. Motion carried.  

 

Planning Board & Master Plan Steering Committee 

Judy Kromholz tendered her resignation from the Planning Board & Master Plan Steering Committee 

due to health reasons. Motion to accept the resignation by Andrew with regret, second by Stan. 

Motion carried. Bob announced a vacancy on both committees and anyone interested in serving can 

contact the Selectmen’s office.  

 

Local Cultural Council 

Motion to appoint Susan Cummings to the Local Cultural Council thru March 31, 2018 by Stan, 

second by Andrew. Motion carried.  

  

Time-Off Request 

Motion to approve the time-off requested by a town employee by Andrew, second by Stan. Motion 

carried.  

 

Finance Committee Memo – FY17 Budget 

Jane Dutcher, Chairman of the Finance Committee has requested the Selectmen endorse a 

memorandum about FY17 budget preparations to all departments. The memo asks that no raises be 

factored into budgets, to level fund expenditures and to provide information on capital expense plans. 

Budgets are to the submitted by December 31, 2015. The Board gave the correspondence their 

blessing.   

 

FRCOG – Sick Time 

Stan presented a report for the Board’s consideration for sick time to be offered to part-time FRCOG 

employees per the new law passed by ballot in 2014. The FRCOG is exempt from the law unless the 

organization opts to comply. The Personnel Committee is in favor of offering sick time while the 

Finance Committee is not. The additional cost to the FRCOG is approximately $2,500. Approval 

would not impact member town assessments. No action taken.  

 

Old Business 

Surplus Property – Ford F550 

Hugh Campbell provided a recommendation to award a bid to Gary Kaszowski of Charlton, MA. 

Who submitted a bid of $2,777.77 for the Ford F550 truck Highway Dept truck declared public 

surplus. The second high bidder was Bob’s Auto Body, Turners Falls at $1,213.13. Motion to award 

the surplus property bid for the Ford F550 to Gary Kaszowski in the amount of $2,777.77 by Andrew, 

second by Stan. Motion carried.  
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BOS Meeting 

October 28, 2015 
(cont.)  
 

 

PVRSD Building & Grounds Committee 

Bob referenced a recent meeting of the PVRSD B&G Committee are also considering a new athletic 

track in addition to new district offices according to Superintendent Ruth Miller. Supt Miller cited 

safety concerns about the current track and this issue was a priority with parents. A new synthetic 

track could be in the $1,000,000 range. Stan was aghast at the fact the B&G Committee would 

seriously consider another $1million project on top of the modular offices project which has a 

potential $1,000,000 price tag.  

 

Scarecrow in the Park  

Stan suggested Town Meeting consider a line item budget to help plan and play for the event. The 

Kiwanis and Cushman Library are instrumental in hosting the event every year and each year is more 

successful. He would also like to ask MassDOT to close a portion of Rt 5 & Rt 10 to reduce traffic 

congestion.  

 

Town Coordinator Report 

Hugh Campbell reported on the following:  

 

2016 Liquor License Renewals  

The state ABCC requires all 2016 liquor license renewal application be processed in November. All 

license holders have been notified accordingly.  

 

Martindale Road Properties 

The soil testing for the Martindale Rd properties will likely occur in the spring not in the fall as 

planned due to local funding and other projects in the Brownfields Program pipeline.  

 

Cushman Park Safety Grate 

The Highway Department is asking if the safety grate over the culvert in Cushman Park can be left 

open during the winter months to allow for the free flow of water. When the grate is closed, debris 

often builds up causing minor flooding of the park. Bob and Stan both expressed safety concerns for 

leaving the grate open. Andrew felt the unrestricted flow of water was important to maintain the 

park from flooding. Bob said that occasional maintenance of the culvert was an acceptable practice 

considering the safety concerns an open culvert pipe over 200’ long would pose to children. The grate 

will be closed.  

 

Stantec 

Results of the core samples conducted by Stantec show the bridge should not be open to heavy truck 

traffic. Stantec recommends the bridge be restricted to a maximum weight of 9 tons and the bridge be 

replaced instead of renovated. Full details of the report have yet to be read and analyzed.  
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BOS Meeting 

October 28, 2015 
(cont.)  
 

 

Community Compact 

Several topics were discussed but no consensus was reached by the Board with regard to choosing 3 

best practices subjects to apply to the state under the Community Compact program. The topic will 

be revisited at the next meeting.  

 

Colonial Power Group 

Colonial Power is the organization recommended by the HCOG to assume the electric aggregate 

program for the town. Representatives will be attending the next Board meeting on November 10th to 

discuss the next stage.  

 

Power Options – Landfill Solar Array 

Contact with PowerOptions about developing a solar array at the Town’s closed landfill site may take 

place on Monday November 2nd. Each Board member expressed interest in attending.  

 

Powers Institute Septic Line 

A weep home was installed into the septic pump chamber line. Water immediately withdrew back 

into the chamber. This may solve the line freezing during the winter months. 

 

Culvert Survey 

The Highway Department completed a comprehensive survey of all waterway crossings in 

Bernardston under local control. Features such as age, condition, type, length, diameter and special 

conditions were catalogued. A total of 584 units are detailed in the report. The Highway Department 

is to be highly commended for this project.  

 

Adjourn   With no further business to be discussed, Andrew made a motion to declare the meeting 

adjourned at 7.33pm, Stan seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

Attest: Hugh Campbell, Town Coordinator 

 

_________________, Chairman          _________________, Member      __________________,Member 

Robert R. Raymond                     Andrew I. Girard                             Stanley D. Garland 


