
 

Town of Bernardston 
Board of Selectmen 

 

 

MEETING MINUTES:  August 7, 2013   

 

Select Board Members Present:                                Others Present:   

Louis J. Bordeaux, Chairman                                                             See attached. 

Virginia M. Budness                                                                         

Robert R. Raymond                                                            

                                                                                                           

Chairman Lou Bordeaux called the meeting to order at 6.02pm.  

 

Lou announced this meeting is being broadcast live on BNCTV and minutes were being recorded by Jennifer 

Dery.  

 

Warrants (week ending August 2, 2013) 

Lou called for a motion to approve the Payroll Warrant in the amount of $36,429.79. Motion by Virginia to 

approve. Second by Bob. Motion carried.  

 

Lou called for a motion to approve the Vendor Warrant in the amount of $71,868.11. Motion by Virginia to 

approve. Second by Bob with discussion.  Lou said the reason for such a high amount is approx. $13,200 to 

Earth First for the school project, Insurance payment of  $12, 600, MA water pollution abatement $5,000 and 

John Deere mower $25,000.  Virginia would like more research done on the John Deere mower since there is 

some confusion as to who should be paying for it.  Bob said it’s possible that we pay and WMECO reimburses 

for it.  Lou said we can do more research but for now John Deere needs to be paid. Motion carried 

 

Minutes 

Regular Meeting of July 24, 2013. Motion to approve by Virginia, second by Bob. Motion carried.  

 

Calendar & Announcements 

Lou read the following:  

 Bernardston Fire and Water District, 6:00pm August 8th Water House 

 Old Home Day, 10:00 am to 3:00pm Saturday August 10th Cushman Park 

 Zoning Board of Appeals, 7:00pm August 14, 2013 

 

Permits 

None reported.  

 

Citizen’s Concerns 

Bill Goldfarb of Lefty’s Brewery would like to hold a customer appreciation day at Kiwanis on September 14, 

2013 from 4:00pm to 11:00pm.  There will be beer tasting, live music and food.  Virginia asked Jennifer Dery 

(Board of Health Clerk) if there was a food permit need.  She said there is a food permit that needs to be  
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applied for and the cost of the permit is $50.  Bob said that fee could possibly be waived.  Jennifer agreed that it 

was possible but needed to be approved by the board.  Bob said Lefty’s would need to speak to Hugh Campbell 

regarding applying for the one day liquor permit.  Once all the information is in Lou does not feel there will be 

any kind of issue approving Lefty’s request.   

 

Appointments 

None.  

 

New Business 

Resignation – Norm Howard, the transfer station attendant, officially gave two-weeks’ notice via a resignation 

letter.  Motion by Bob to accept his resignation with sincere regret, second by Virginia. Motion carried.  

 

An ad to be placed in the Recorder for a new transfer station attendant.   

 

Time Off Request – Due to employees confidentiality the names and dates of time off requests are withheld.  

Motion by Bob to approve all time off requests, second by Virginia.  Motion carried. 

 

BES Flooring Project - Letter from Bob Clancy, Principal appreciating all of the hard work and dedication the 

town has provided regarding the flooring project at the school.  Virginia would like to see letters of 

appreciation sent to all volunteers thanking them for all of the hard work.  Lou stated that Bob has done a great 

job captaining the project and appreciates his dedication.  Virginia asked Bob if he has a list of all the 

individuals involved.  Bob will get the list to Hugh in order for letters to be sent.   

 

Bob Clancy asked that the town could provide area rugs for 10 classrooms as the classes often sit on the floor 

during the school day.  When there was carpeting in the classrooms it was not an issue, but now that there is 

tiling it will be a problem.  He is requesting $1,000 for 10 area rugs which are 8x11 at $97 per each.  Virginia 

doesn’t know where the town can come up with the money.  Bob said another issue to take into account is 

who will clean all of the rugs in the summer.  Therefore, that would create an additional financial burden.  If 

the school is asked to clean the school will state there is no money for that.  Virginia stated the town has 

already poured a lot of money into the new flooring, and we have a very small budget for our own town 

buildings, and we have a lot of work that also needs to be done here.  Virginia asked if the money could come 

from Buildings and Maintenance.  Bob understands why they would want to have the rugs, but we have put a 

lot of money into the flooring project already.  Virginia said the other issue is the rugs are pretty big, and it 

would be difficult for the custodian to roll up all of the time so he can clean the floors.  Lou said then you are 

introducing the same thing we were alleviating by installing the tile.  Motion by Virginia to give half of the 

requested money ($500), second by Bob with discussion.  Bob asked where the money would come from.  

Virginia thought it could come from buildings and maintenance account with the approval from the 

accountant. Bob said they need to find out who will be responsible for cleaning.  Lou said the cleaning is a very 

important to look at and keep in mind especially for the size of the rug.  Bob said chemicals were not budgeted 

for cleaning the tiles, so Pioneer will most likely come back and ask for that as well.  Lou would like to speak 

to Bob Clancy to see if he feels that size is necessary or if they could be smaller.  Bob does not want the  
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superintendent to come back later and say that we have to clean the rugs since we purchased them.  Tabled so 

Lou can speak with Bob Clancy. 

 

Bob wanted to keep in mind there are a few windows that will need to be replaced in the near future.  Virginia 

would like to do that next year since the windows are probably $6,000 each.  Bob also wanted to bring up 

Earth First said they could do the flooring in the computer lab during Christmas break in one day.  The bid was 

$2,880. Virginia would also like to wait until next year but Bob said than it could not be done on Christmas 

break.  The carpet has to be replaced since it is very wrinkled and people can trip.  Lou said that we should talk 

to the Finance Committee to see if it can come from buildings and maintenance.   

 

Four Leaf Clover – The permit for Mark Snow to serve alcohol on Old Home Day says he can serve at 1:00pm  

but he had requested Noon.  He would like to know if this could be changed to noon.  Motion by Virginia to 

allow Mark Snow to serve alcohol from noon – 8pm, second by Bob.  Motion carried. 

 

Town Bylaws: - Lou stated Hugh along with Virginia and David Powers having been working on the town by-

laws.  There will now be a new set of official town by laws in the town clerk’s office.  Lou said there were 6 

questions Hugh sent to the Attorney General’s office.  The 6 concerns were 1) from an annual town meeting 

June 7, 1996 Article 50 Unrestrained Dogs, 2) Annual town meeting February 9, 1985 Anti-Loitering By Law 3) 

Annual Town Meeting May 3, 1976 Article 32 Parking Ban 4) Annual Town Meeting May 3, 1976 Article 38 

Speeding 5) Annual Town Meeting March 6, 1961 Article 28 Finance Committee increasing membership from 

3-5 6) Annual Town Meeting March 6, 1950 Finance Committee Establishment.  

 

Hugh heard back from Kelly Gunagan the By-Law coordinator at the Attorney General’s office.  Kelly said of 

the above listed by-laws   approval can be confirmed for number 6 the establishment of the Finance 

Committee.  Number 2 was disapproved; Number 1 was superseded by a subsequent bylaw approved by the 

Attorney General.  There is evidence of approval for  Number 3, 4 or 5. Kelly stated the best way to approve 

the unapproved bylaws is to place them on a warrant for vote at the next town meeting if desired.  The Town 

Clerk has been notified of the same.  Bob asked if when a bylaw is voted at town meeting it does not actually 

become a bylaw until approved by the AG’s office.  Virginia said that is correct.  Lou said the bylaws that are 

not approved can be brought to the next special town meeting and the fees for such things as a parking ban can 

be further discussed.   

 

Special Town Meeting   

 

Bylaws:  The bylaws will be a consideration for the next Special Town Meeting.   

 

PVSA:  The other issue that will need to be discussed is the Pioneer Valley school assessment. The new 

assessment is $2,358,110.17.  This PVSA came in $34,751.89, higher than previously voted for at the annual 

town meeting.  Bob wanted to make sure the towns people know that due to the minimum contribution 

Warwick was slated to pay 4 percent, Northfield voted 4 percent.  Bernardston and Leyden voted a 2.5 percent 

even though there was much contention about what the minimum contribution would be.  When everything 

was resolved by the state, Bernardston’s assessment came in at 4.03 percent increase, so it needs to go to Special  
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Town Meeting.  Bob said unfortunately it has to do with many factors including valuation of properties so in a 

way Bernardston is penalized for having more money in the town.  Virginia asked then what the full increase  

is from last year to now Bob stated it’s up around $91,000.  Virginia asked if we could look at an increase like 

this next year and the year after.  Bob stated yes.  Lou said there is a problem with the formula and there are  

not many people even in the State House who understand it.  Virginia received a phone call from Town Clerk 

Paul Luther who said not to add a warrant to Special Town Meeting that states to raise and appropriate $35,000 

because there is ample money in stabilization and it should come from that.  However, she talked to the Chair 

of the Finance Committee regarding same, who said that it is true it would not add to taxes but would hurt 

minimum contributions down the road, which is one of the factors in determining the assessment.   

Virginia said the state looks at how much the town can handle.  Lou stated this is essentially a penalty for 

being fiscally responsible.  Bob says the school will say they took a cut but the cut was from what they actually 

wanted originally.  Bob said some teachers in effect have received 4 or 4.5 percent raises and while he was a 

teacher 36 years he does not see other individuals getting these kinds of increases.  Some of the administrators 

are getting their annuity hikes and longevity payments.  Again he is not against paying administrators but how 

many administrators making $80,000 or $100,000 can we afford.  Virginia stated in the meantime we are not 

paying our own town employee’s enough.  Bob stated someone such as Chief Jim Palmeri should be increased 

by at least another $10,000 or $12,000 or someone like Gary should see a $10,000 or $12,000 raise.  There are 

many people that deserve more but we just cannot due because of funding.  Lou said unfortunately the 

assessment comes from the state and there is no recourse except to keep our own employees lower paid which 

is very unfortunate.  Bob said we have fought hard and while he is definitely for good schools, but somehow 

the cost has to be kept under control.  Another point is that there is a tax collector, treasure and town clerk 

that we do not want to work 20 hours or we have to pay for insurance and this is not fair.  He asked how bad is 

it when we don’t want to pay our own people.  Virginia said the employees do deserve more, but we have 

control over that while we have no control over the school assessment.  Lou appreciates the discussion as it is a 

lot of money. 

 

Zoning Changes:  Lou said there will be a few zoning changes at Special Town Meeting as well.   

 

Lou said the possible date for Special Town Meeting is September 5.  Bob asked if September 5 may not be a 

good day for the Special Town Meeting since it is right after the holiday weekend.  Bob asked if other dates can 

be looked at.  Lou would not be opposed to other dates.  Ask Hugh to check Sept 11, 18 or 19th. 

 

Old Business 

Powers Institute – Lou said the last meeting the alarm was tabled.  Bill Shores provided a quote of $2873.  

Tabled until next meeting so Bob could get more information. 

 

Cushman Park –   Lou said Bob Deane is scheduled to begin the Cushman Park work tomorrow.  Bob said it 

was all done today.  Virginia said something needs to be written up so this is a regular project.  Lou asked if 

there could be a permanent maintenance schedule kept in the office, so they know what needs to be done 
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who takes care of that.  Bob said he believes Hugh contacted the Steel Shed so he does know this needs to be 

done.  

 

Charity Lot – Lou said the revised quote still remains at $6,000 and the surveying of the property is crucial.  

Virginia said since we are talking about Charity Lot could we take out money from the Charity Fund to pay for 

the rugs at the school.  Bob said that could be done.  Lou said it is worth exploring.  Bob asked if we want to go  

forth with the $6,000 quote or get more bids on the job.  Lou said John Lepore felt this guy was the best for the 

job.  Virginia said we should put out 3 phone calls to see if there is anyone else interested.  Motion by Bob to 

have Hugh to make 3 calls for rough bids, second by Virginia.  Motion carried. 

 

COA Director salary -  Ginger stated the COA director is asking for an increase of $1,800 and change.  They 

justified it because they returned money last year in the amount of over $4,000.  Bob asked if this is due to 

them not knowing how much will come in for grants so we appropriate the money and then the grants come 

in.  Virginia said that is correct.  Motion by Virginia to put article on Special Town Meeting to fund additional 

money for COA director, second by Bob.  Motion carried. 

 

Leases for haying – Bob spoke to one of the lease holders who leases town land for haying.  He indicated that 

some of the land needs to be limed and fertilized.  However, in order to recoup their money they need more 

than 3 years on the lease.  They would like to see an increase from 3 to 5 years.  Virginia said a municipal 

government cannot do that.  Bob asked if we could put that as an article for Annual Town Meeting.  Virginia 

said we could also have Donna look at it to see if Select Board can do it or if it needs to go to Annual Town 

Meeting.  Motion by Virginia to have Hugh speak to Town Counsel regarding contracts being extended from 3 

to 5 years, seconded by Bob.  Motion carried. 

 

Thank Yous – Lou would like a letter drafted to Seth Hofsetter, the custodian at BES, as he is an amazing 

employee.  Virginia wants a “very flowery” letter because he is an extremely nice man and extremely 

hardworking who goes above and beyond.  Virginia asked the letter be CC’d to the superintendent.   

 

Bob would like to thank the Kiwanis for being so dedicated and hardworking.  Virginia said they always come 

through and are just wonderful people.  

 

Lou would like to extend a thank you to the first responders in town both Police and Fire for being so 

responsive to situations.  They do a great job and have an extremely quick response time.  There was an 

incident at United Church last Friday and more than one person told Lou just how quickly the Police and Fire 

responded and took charge of the situation.  It is good to know that they are on the job. 

 

Virginia and Bob have sanded and painted the BES goalposts and then Bob put a second coat on.  It looks great 

now, since it stands out rather than before when it was so rusted and you couldn’t see it.  Bob then went to the 

Steel Shed to talk to them about putting metal brackets on the goalposts to hold the nets in place.   
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Lou thanked Jennifer Dery for her time while Hugh is away on vacation. 

 

Town Coordinator Report  

Not present.  

 

 

Adjourn   With no further business to be discussed, Virginia made a motion to declare the meeting adjourned 

at 7.20pm. Bob seconded.  Motion carried.   

 

 

_________________, Chairman       ___________________, Member _________________, Member 

Louis J. Bordeaux                      Robert R. Raymond                    Virginia M. Budness              

 

  


