
 
Town of Bernardston

Board of Selectmen
 
 
 
MEETING MINUTES:  April 4, 2012  
 
Select Board Members Present: Others Present:  
Robert R. Raymond, Chairman                            Jane Dutcher – Finance Committee
Stanley D. Garland                                                See attached list. 
Virginia M. Budness                                            
                                                                                
The Chairman opened the meeting at 6.02pm.
 
Warrants (week ending March 30, 2012)
The payroll warrant is approved for $32,361.61. Motion by Virginia, second by Stan. Motion 
carried. 
The vendor warrant is approved for $450,829.63. Motion by Virginia, second by Stan. 
Motion carried. Bob mentioned the large vendor warrant was driven by the PVRSD 
assessment payment. An OBRA payment is also being questioned as a prior fiscal year 
obligation. 
 
Minutes

● Regular Meeting, March 21, 2012. Motion by Bob to approve, second Virginia. Motion 
carried. 

 
Calendar & Announcements
Bob read aloud the following:

● Agricultural Commission, 7.30pm Wednesday, April 4th at Town Hall 
● Tree Warden hearing, 3pm Wednesday April 11th at Town Hall
● Bernardston Fire & Water District, 6pm Thursday April 12th at the Water House
● Planning Board, 6.30pm Thursday April 19th  at Town Hall
● Recreation Commission, 6pm Sunday April 22 at Town Hall

 
Permits
Occupancy Permit, 4-Leaf Clover Restaurant
 
Appointments
6.05pm  Adam Harrington
Adam met with the Board to discuss plans for the 2012 JEHH 5k Walk/Run. The event 
is scheduled for Saturday, May 12 with a 9am start time. The 2011 event had 300 
participants. Kringle Candle is a major sponsor of the event. Participants will gather at Pratt 
Field before starting the race in front of Kringle Candle assembling in the parking lot. The 
race and post-race activities should all be complete by Noon. Registration is available on-
line. Adam is coordinating with Chief Palmeri on road course safety and all signage will be 
removed after the race. Adam’s foundation plans to provide funding toward renovating the 
basketball and tennis courts at BES this summer. A maintenance fund will be established as 
well for future repairs and upkeep.
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Minutes, Board of Selectmen, April 4, 2012 (cont.) 
 
 
 
6.15pm David Young, Administrative Assistant – Town of Warwick
David appeared before the Board to discuss the Warwick Elementary School which is not 
an energy efficient building. He is proposing a Performance Based Contract for renovations 
at the school which will guarantee savings in the future from energy protection measures 
placed at the school and the savings then will finance the project over the life of the debt. 
Member towns in the PVRSD contribute 90% of the operating cost to the school. Savings 
garnered at the Warwick school using a performance based concept would provide a 
savings to all member towns. He is seeking a 1-time exception to the District Agreement 
to use the concept and it would need a vote of each member town to approve the plan. 
Paul Luther, the Town’s school committee representative and Chairman of the Building & 
Grounds Committee said this idea had been discussed at the school committee level. There 
are too many variables over the life of a performance based contract to determine if it 
could be successful and how the cost and savings to member towns would be apportioned. 
It’s a good idea, but has too many unknown variables and consequences. The Board took 
David’s information under advisement. 
 
6.30pm Public Informational Meeting
The Board called this meeting for the purpose of providing information to the public 
leading up to the May 7 election when three ballot questions will ask to change the elected 
positions of Tax Collector, Treasurer and Town Clerk to appointed positions. A handout was 
made available including a survey of other Franklin County towns, an FAQ and a matrix 
describing pros and cons of elected and appointed positions. Bob said the matter has been 
debated at Town Meeting for several years, but this is the first time Town Meeting has 
approved the questions to be placed before the public in the form of a ballot. Paul Luther 
said it has been harder and harder to get qualified local people to hold these positions. The 
complexity of the positions has changed dramatically over the years. Several issues were 
raised by citizens in the audience: accountability, local control, hiring of non-Bernardston 
residents, knowledge and training, performance reviews, termination procedures, ability to 
be bonded, office hours, and supervision. 
 
7pm Senior Center (COA) FY13 Budget
Bob opened discussion by stating the FY13 COA budget had been discussed many times 
by the Board and the Finance Committee over the past several weeks. The COA is seeking 
to open the Senior Center from 4 to 5 days a week. The Senior Center is open for meals 
on Mondays, but not for activities.  The Director is seeking 4 additional hours per week 
from 28 to 32. No increase is proposed with the exception if Town Meeting approves a 
COLA increase to all Town employees. The first proposed budget increased from FY12 
by $21, 000. The second revised budget increase is $16,000. The current proposed 
budget coincides with a 5-day a week open Senior Center and an increase in hours for 
the Director. Several residents spoke in favor of increasing the COA budget for FY13 
citing a demonstrated increase in need for services to the Town’s older population. Jane 
Dutcher said that the meals program is provided and staffed by Franklin County Home 
Care. Paul Luther stated that demonstrating need is not sufficient an argument in of itself. 
He said there is always needs that can’t be fully met due to finite resources. Donna Giard 
stated that the school receives a disproportionate amount of money compared with other 
necessary services such as the Senior Center. Stan stated the proposed increase is the 
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largest increase of any Town department. He personally felt that less money should go to 
the school and more to local departments, and as such was in favor of supporting the FY13 
COA budget. Bob 
 
 
Board of Selectmen Minutes, April 4, 2012 (cont.)
 
 
concluded the discussion stating he and the Board would do their best to find middle 
ground on the COA budget. 
 
New Business 
MDM Contract – A professional services was accepted by the Board relevant to the South 
St Improvement Project. Motion by Bob to sign a contract with MDM Transportation in the 
amount of $47, 500, second by Virginia. Motion carried. The funds from the contract will 
come from the MassWorks grant.
 
Franklin County Selectmen’s Association Quarterly Meeting
The FCSA meeting is scheduled for April 19 at the Polish Club in South Deerfield. 
 
Letter of Resignation – Lisa Letourneau, Recreation Commission
Lisa Letourneau submitted a letter of resignation to the Board effective immediately. The 
Board accepted the resignation with regret and signed a thank you letter for her service to 
the Town. 
 
ZBA Alternate Appointment 
Ron Andrews, Bald Mountain Rd submitted a letter to the Board asking for consideration to 
be appointed to the ZBA as an alternate.  Dan Devine, ZBA Chair is aware of Ron’s interest 
and endorses the appointment. Anna Patenaude asked if there was a conflict with Ron 
serving on both the Planning Board and the ZBA. Virginia said there was no conflict. 
 
School Rd/ Deane Rd
Bob asked the Board to consider getting the Town owned land between Deane Rd and 
School Rd below BES to South St delineated for wetlands. John Lapore had provided the 
Board with a proposal in the fall to conduct the wetland search and also to do work at 
Cushman Park. Motion by Virginia to have John Lapore conduct wetland delineation for the 
Town land located between School Rd and Deane Rd only, second by Stan. Motion carried. 
 
Hillcrest Drive
Bob raised the poor condition of Hillcrest Drive for Board consideration. The road is 
deteriorating and full of potholes. The road has never been paved with asphalt. Stan said 
one section in particular is bad with pot holes. Bob suggested oil and stone coating and the 
road be placed on the Highway Dept’s list for paving. 
 
Deane Rd
Anna Patenaude, a resident on Deane Rd, said that safety is real problem on Deane Rd 
especially for children. She said truck traffic on Deane Rd poses a real threat as it is 
constant day after day. There is a business at the end of Deane Rd and asked of the Board 
why such truck traffic is allowed. Her understanding is the business in question started out 
as a home occupation and is now a full blown commercial operation. Bob said he would talk 
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with the business owner about Anna’s concerns.  
 
 
 
 
Board of Selectmen Minutes, April 4, 2012 (cont.)
 
 
COA FY13 Budget
The Board revisited the FY13 COA Budget. Motion by Stan to adopt a FY13 COA budget of 
$46,377.68, second by Virginia. Motion carried. 
 
Old Business 
No old business addressed. 
 
Administrative Assistant Report  
None. 
 
 
Adjourn   With no further business to be discussed, Stan made a motion to declare the 
meeting adjourned at 8.17pm. Virginia seconded.  Motion carried.  
 
 
Attest: Hugh Campbell, Administrative Assistant
 
 
 
_________________, Chairman       ___________________, Member

_________________, Member
Robert R. Raymond          Stanley D. Garland Virginia M. Budness
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