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The dead of winter is upon us and we trust it’s not too difficult a time for our residents as we navigate our way
onto spring.
Special Town Meeting
No doubt you are aware of the results of the Special Town Meeting held back in October primarily dealing with
two questions related to a new fire station. While Town Meeting voted against land acquisition and the
subsequent construction of a new facility as proposed, the Selectboard is keenly interested in finding a solution
to the Fire Department’s future needs. This Board firmly believes the Fire Department needs a new larger
facility either on the current footprint in central village with an adjacent or attached structure or at a new site yet
to be determined. Other matters of importance decided at Town Meeting included placing a ballot question
before residents to convert the Town Clerk position from elected to an appointed status, fund the purchase of a
vehicle for the Fire Chief, and reimburse the Town Building fund for some much needed repairs that were made
to the doors at the Highway Garage. Finally, two zoning articles were approved implementing rules for
installation of telecommunication towers and placing a moratorium on the establishment of recreational
marijuana operations. Happy Valley Compassion Center is a medical marijuana operation and not subject to the
moratorium.
Happy Valley Compassion Center, Inc.
Speaking of Happy Valley, construction is underway of the 19,500 square foot facility at their Route10 site on
land owned by the Sandri Companies. Discussions first began with Happy Valley all the way back in January
2016 to bring a medical marijuana facility to Bernardston. The Board has been fully supportive of the project,
endorsing several letters of support to the State Department of Public Health on Happy Valley’s behalf as they
have navigated an endless maze of licensing procedures and requirements. We are confident Happy Valley will
be an excellent corporate citizen bringing significant employment and tax revenue to town.
Turners Falls Road Bridge
By the time this newsletter hits your mailbox, bids for the Turners Fall Road bridge project will be going out to
bid for a second time. Last August, bids came in considerably higher than expected, mostly we believe, because
of the late construction season timing. The project is funded by a grant award from MassDOT with the
exception of upfront design, engineering, and environmental permitting.
Personnel Changes
We’ve had a flurry of personnel changes in the past couple of months. Police Sergeant Jason Bassett has taken a
similar rank with the Town of Gill Police Department and Robert Smith has replaced Julien Leh, who retired
last November as Town Hall Custodian. You may know Bob from his duties managing the Town's Transfer
Station recycling bins. Dianne Cornwell’s last day as Senior Center Director will be February 28th and Highway
Dept. Foreman Kevin Snow is due to retire in May after 32 years of dedicated service to Bernardston.
Volunteers
Meetings
(continued
from pageare
1)
We are always looking for residents to serve on open spots on various boards and committees.
Applications
located at Town Hall or call the Selectboard office at 648-5401.
(continued on page 2)

Meetings
All Selectboard meetings are open to the public and are also televised by BNCTV. Call 648-5401 if you would
like to be on the agenda. The Board instituted a standing agenda item Citizens Concerns a few years back that
allows residents to speak to any issue of concern without an agenda appointment. Generally, agendas close at
Noon on the Monday prior to a meeting and are posted at Town Hall and on the Town website. We meet every
other Wednesday at 6:00pm in Town Hall. Go to www.townofbernadston.org to view a schedule.

Board of Selectmen

Stanley D. Garland, Chairman

Bernardston Emergency Management

Robert R. Raymond

Brian J. Keir

Peter A. Shedd, Emergency Management Director
(413) 648-5459 berneoc@townofbernardston.org

Emergency Management received yet another grant from Entergy/Vermont Yankee. Communities within its
Emergency Planning Zone have received several since the plant’s closing. This is the last of its kind.
The challenges of staying prepared for emergencies have only increased since the nuclear plant’s closing. In
early November, emergency management staff participated in a two-day All Hazards Emergency Preparedness
Conference sponsored by Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA).
There seems to be little doubt that climate change is taking place, regardless of whether or not it is caused by
human activity. Massachusetts is helping to lead the nation by its efforts to reduce our carbon footprint and to
prepare for climate-related emergencies. Although the coastal areas of our region will be the most affected, it is
clear that inland communities, as well, had best prepare for severe weather events and related emergencies.
Emergency managers, first responders, and the public at large must remain aware of the threat of terrorism.
Although ISIS is “degrading” within the Middle East territories, it continues to conduct a worldwide Internet
campaign that encourages sympathizers, wherever they may be, to use any means at their disposal to create
havoc. Although the threat within our home town is low, many of us venture to other places both for business
and pleasure. Now more than ever, “If you see something, say something.”
As always, please let us know of anyone we should add to our Special Needs List. You can add yourself or a
family member, and you can contact Bill Montiglio at (413) 824-1004 or the email address provided above with
any questions. We also appreciate notification of any resident who should be removed.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Town of Bernardston Special Needs List
Resident’s name: ___ Mr. ___ Ms. ____________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Primary phone: _________________________________ Secondary phone: ____________________________________
Special needs that require consideration in an emergency. Please check all that apply:
___ Mobility ___ Home oxygen

___ Insulin for diabetes

___ Vision ___ Hearing ___ Dementia ___ Dialysis

Other: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Emergency contact: _________________________________________ Contact’s number: _______________________
Person completing form: _____________________________________________________________________________
Please mail to: Peter A. Shedd, Emergency Management Director, c/o Town Hall, 38 Church Street, Bernardston,
MA 01337
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Bernardston Fire Department

Peter A. Shedd, Fire Chief
(413) 648-9757 firedept@townofbernardston.org

We go to press shortly after the Special Town Meeting in which residents voted down the Article to provide
funding for the land purchase, as recommended by the Building Committee, for a new fire station. A second
article that requested funding for building construction was passed over. Supporters of the proposal believed
that, contrary to first impression, this was the most cost-effective option while providing other benefits to public
safety. At this time, I would like to thank the Committee members: the Fire Department Engineers and other
residents who put in countless hours, researching, reviewing, interviewing, listening, and pushing to
thoughtfully find a solution to the Fire Department expansion project needs that would have carried us well into
the future. I gratefully appreciate the time and effort that was given.
Those who attended the Special Town meeting also approved an expenditure of $20,000 for an Incident
Command Vehicle, also known as the Chief’s Car. Several community leaders have joined the effort to find a
reliable, pre-owned vehicle for the Chief.
I wish to thank our guests and our crew who made this year’s Steak Roast another fun and successful event. We
will report on how the proceeds will be put to use as soon as this is determined.
Please remember to change your detector batteries if you have yet to do so.
Best wishes for a safe and enjoyable winter!
Statistics August - October, 2017
Alarm Activations/Smoke investigations
Fire Emergencies
Flooding
Medical Emergencies
Motor Vehicle Crashes
Mutual Aid
Miscellaneous
Total

Charity Farm Lot

4
3
0
40
4
4
2
57

John Lepore, ask@future-lands.com
Bill Montiglio, billymontz@comcast.net

There are plenty of reasons for a community to preserve and develop its natural recreation areas. Recreational
and health benefits related to outdoor activity immediately come to mind. In addition, studies show that
recreation areas attract people to communities, thus raising property values, encouraging economic growth, and
increasing community pride.
The “Forest Management Plan” was released in in 2012. Following site visits, two community meetings, and
additional research, the “Charity Farm Lot Recreation & Conservation Plan” was released in March, 2016. Our
84+ acre resource is a gem from both a historic and ecological standpoint. However, the area is badly in need of
attention, and further degradation will result unless we act.
Fortunately, we have residents who are interested in our valuable resource, and volunteers have met for work
parties. With help from our Highway Department, the parking area was restored and recovered with natural
material. We have put a dent in removing invasive plant species that are scattered throughout. Trails have been
laid out with plans to create proper signage.
Our greatest concern is the continued erosion of the main trail. Besides the ecological considerations, the
section could be a major obstacle in the event of a fire or other emergency. There are other improvements that
could be made as part of a long-range plan to restore the potential for timber harvesting and revenue.
We invite, you, our neighbors - individuals, families, and organizations - to visit the Charity Farm Lot, explore
what it has to offer, and think about ways that you might join in this effort.
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Upper Pioneer Valley Veterans Services District
Brian Brooks, Certified Veterans Service Officer

Phone: 413 772 1571

Fax: 413 772 1401

Veterans Services hours at the Bernardston Senior Center have been changed to 3:00 to 4:00pm on the fourth Monday
of every month.

News from the Bernardston Master Plan Implementation Committee (BMPIC)
The BMPIC has been working over the summer and fall to create a five-year priority implementation plan for
some of the most important recommendations from the Master Plan. The Committee would like to invite
residents to talk about the Master Plan and how priorities will be implemented, and hear about what is important
to you to keep Bernardston a great place to live and work into the future.
What: Master Plan Community Discussion with free pizza
When: Tuesday,
Soon February 6, 2018, 6:00 PM
Be Announced
Where: To
Hillside
Pizza, 77 Church Street
Catered with thanks to Hillside Organic. Beer and wine also available.
The Master Plan is available online at www.townofbernardston.org, and at Town Hall and Cushman Library.

Bernardston Planning Board
The Board was hard at work this fall, developing bylaws passed at the November Town Meeting to regulate
telecommunication towers, and implementing a temporary moratorium on retail marijuana. They will be
working over the winter on more by-laws: looking at uses in the Center Village and commercial areas,
expanding possible housing options, implementing recommendations made in the Master Plan, and also
considering how to address retail marijuana once the temporary moratorium ends at the end of 2018.
The Board welcomes input as it works on these by-law updates. Notices of upcoming public hearings will be
posted in Town Hall and The Recorder, and regular meetings are held at 6:30pm on the first and third Thursday
of each month at Town Hall.

Pioneer Valley Regional School District HEART Committee
In the spring of 2017, the Select Boards of the four District member towns (Bernardston, Leyden, Northfield,
Warwick) appointed three residents each to the HEART (Honest Education and Retaining Trust) Committee
with the task of recommending and advocating for changes that promote high quality educational services for
all students in a manner that is sustainable and affordable. These recommendations and changes may include
the provisions of the District Agreement. Bernardston’s representatives to the HEART Committee are Joseph
Arsenault, Robert Keir, and Jean Page.
The HEART Committee, which has been meeting about twice per month since March, is committed to reaching
out and communicating with various stakeholders within the respective towns and working collaboratively to
support, not supplant, the work of existing entities (School Committee, Select Boards, Etc.) and to openly
explore creative options, including those that address efficiencies and economies of scale for member towns and
the District.
To this end, the towns of Northfield and Warwick, on behalf of the HEART committee, received a state grant of
$25,000 to support data gathering about the region and the School District, which will assist in framing further
discussions, leading toward recommendations for future direction of the School District. In addition, the
HEART Committee plans to schedule future meetings in each town to seek input from residents as guidance for
further discussions prior to the framing of recommendations. Stay tuned.....
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Bernardston Town Clerk

Paul W. Luther
P.O. Box 504, (413) 648-5408, townclerk@townofbernardston.org

The Annual Town Census will arrive soon or has arrived in your mail and I want to emphasize
how important it is for everyone to complete it and return it as soon as you can.
2018 DOG LICENSES and TAGS WILL BE AVAILABLE AS OF ABOUT JANUARY 3, 2018
Mail-In forms will be sent with the Annual Town Census
2017 Licenses Expire March 31, 2018
Penalty of $15 (per license) For Late Registrations Begin June 1, 2018
Please make sure your dog’s rabies vaccination is up-to-date.
If uncertain of the rabies vaccination status call the Town Clerk.
ANNUAL TOWN CAUCUS ON MONDAY, MARCH 5, 2018
The Easiest way to run for office is to be nominated at the non-partisan Caucus
Anyone interested in running for any of the interesting elected positions in Bernardston whether you are an incumbent
or new to the process we have in town, should let the Town Clerk know as soon as possible so you can follow the steps
you will need to take to get on the Annual Town Election Ballot.
ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION MONDAY, MAY 7, 2018
The Annual Town Election will be on Monday, May 7, 2018 and we will elect members to the following boards and
committees listed below which represent the minimum number of openings. More positions within the same categories
and perhaps additional categories may be added before the caucus convenes.
Assessor [1 for a 3-year Term]
Board of Health [1 member for a 3-year Term]
Constable [1 for a 3-year Term]
Cushman Library Trustees [4 for 3-year terms]
Powers Institute Trustees [4 for 3-year terms]
Recreation Commission [3 for 3-year terms]
Selectboard Member [1 for a 3-year term]
DON’T FORGET THE TOWN BUDGET PROCESS TO FUND ALL TOWN SERVICES
INCLUDING THE PIONEER VALLEY REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT IS ALREADY UNDERWAY.
WATCH THE TOWN CALENDAR ON OUR WEBSITE FOR POSTINGS OF ALL BUDGET MEETINGS.
THE TIME TO HAVE THE MOST INFLUENCE ON THE BUDGET, THE FUNDING OF ALL TOWN SERVICES,
AND OUR PROPERTY TAX RATE IS AT THESE MEETINGS

Visit Bernardston’s webpage at www.townofbernardston.org
Keep up on the latest news and find this newsletter in digital form!
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Bernardston Cemetery Corporation

You may have noticed some recent changes and we have you to thank for it. There are still some
finishing touches that need to be done on the new fence but your help has made it all possible. We have
also had a couple of generous contributions from anonymous donors that have made additional
beautification projects possible. But….it doesn’t stop here.


Fundraising - cost overruns and increased maintenance costs are an ongoing problem. We still
request your help in this endeavor and appreciate your continued tax deductible support. Checks
should be made payable to the Bernardston Cemetery Corporation and mailed to P.O. Box
45, Bernardston, MA 01337.



Plantings and Decorations – gravesite plantings and decorations must comply with cemetery rules.
A complete set of rules may be accessed by choosing the cemetery link at townofbernardston.org.
Some of you may wish to have older plantings on your gravesites removed, especially those that
have become too big and less pleasing in appearance. You may contact Doug Allen at 774-3603 to
coordinate removal.



Headstones – headstones and markers must be obtained from companies authorized by the
cemetery and placed on approved foundations. Prior approval must be obtained before the
installation of any monument or marker, including temporary markers. Please contact Sherry
Deane or Doug Allen with any questions.

The Bernardston Cemetery Corporation remains dedicated to providing a respectful setting for the
eternal rest of our community’s loved ones. We request that families respect all cemetery rules, especially
those relating to plantings and decorations, as noncompliance often results in increased costs to the
cemetery. Rules are posted on the Depot Street entrance and on the Town’s website should there be any
questions.
Respectfully,

The Board
Paul Palazzo
Will Pratt
Sherry Deane

President
Vice President
Secretary / Treasurer

Trustees:
Douglas Allen
Robert Carey

Charles Deane
Robert Deane

Greta Shores
Eva Lee Stratford
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BERNARDSTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
James E. Palmeri
Chief of Police

256 South Street, P.O. Box 194
Bernardston, MA 01337

Dispatch: (413) 625-8200
Station: (413) 648-9208
Fax: (413) 648-0244

We hope everyone had a safe and happy holiday season!
The cold weather is here, so please remember it’s the time of year our roadways freeze quickly and
often. The posted speed limit is for optimal weather conditions, so you may need to reduce your speed during
inclement weather conditions. The minimum speeding fine in Massachusetts is $105, which reflects any speeds
1-10 mph over the speed limit. If you ever have a question regarding motor vehicle laws, please email us at
police@townofbernardston.org and we’ll get back to you with an answer.
In October, the Bernardston Police and the new Resource Officer met with the students at Bernardston
Elementary School for Halloween Safety Tips. The Bernardston Police Department also provided all BES
students with glow sticks for safety during their trick or treating adventures.
In November, the Police and Fire Department personnel helped the students at BES with traffic control
so they could run their annual Turkey Trot. There were visiting students from Leyden and Warwick Elementary
Schools participating as well. It was great to see all the students, staff, and parents having a good time.
Listed below are some statistics of the Bernardston Police Department:
****************************************************************************************
January through November 2017
Arrests - 53

Accidents - 28

Animal Complaints - 126

Assist Citizens - 134

Assist other Agencies - 115

Building Checks - 222

Citations - 152

Motor Vehicle Stops - 380

Investigations - 89

911 Calls - 33

Scams - 15

FID/LTC Processing - 127

Dedicated Traffic Enforcement - 1011 Times & Locations

Alarms - 51
Medical Emergencies -119
Completed House Checks - 949
Suspicious Activity - 89

Warrants - 16
***************************************************************************************
Please remember to visit the Town website at www.townofbernardston.org and click on the Police
Department. Here you will find links that may be of interest to you. You can also “Like” us on Facebook. Our
Facebook page is commonly used for daily warnings and alerts, or special activities.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to stop by the station to speak with an officer, or
email us directly at police@townofbernardston.org.
Thank you for your continuous support...
Respectfully Submitted,

Chief James E. Palmeri
Bernardston Police Department

Committed to Community Policing
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HOURS

Story Hour

Mondays
2:00 to 6:00pm
Wednesdays
10:00am to 7:30pm
Saturdays
10:00am to 3:30pm

All Ages!
Wednesdays, 4:00 to 5:00pm
‘til June20th

WIRELESS INTERNET
Available Day & Night

Cushman Library
28 Church Street, Bernardston, MA
413-648-5402 * cushmanlibrary@gmail.com
www.cushmanlibrary.org

Preschool Story Time
Ages Zero to Five
1st Fridays
11:00am to Noon

Baby It’s Cold Outside!
Need something to keep you entertained while you hunker down for the winter? Well, we have all types of
books and audiobooks, movies galore, a plethora of magazines on a wide variety of subjects, and many genres
of music on our shelves. Plus, we offer our patrons the opportunity to take free courses; learn languages; access
thousands of comics and graphic novels; and watch more than 7,000 movies, shorts, animations,
documentaries... all from the comfort of your toasty warm home! All you need is your Cushman Library card!
If you don’t have a library card, just drop by Cushman with a photo ID and one other form of identification,
with at least one confirming your present address (including electric, fuel, or tax bills). Once you have a
Cushman card you can enjoy all of the benefits... like borrowing items from our shelves and the shelves of
libraries throughout Western and Central Massachusetts (and beyond!), accessing your account and requesting
inter-library loan materials from home, enjoying our online subscriptions for learning or entertainment, using
our Internet services, digital books, and more. Let us entertain, inform, and engage you!

Gettin’Crafty at Cushman!
So often when we are doing craft projects with kiddos, the adults accompanying them want to “get crafty”
themselves, so we started offering craft workshops for adults and teens, and they were very well received. In
November we offered Holiday Card & Envelope Making with Karen and Claire and Menorah Making with
Archie Nahman, and Felted Ornament Making with Claire Laprade and Paper Boxes, Gift Tags, and
Ornaments with Karen and Justin were December’s offerings. Our hope is to present a craft workshop for
adults and teens each month, with the goal of introducing folks to many different projects and mediums, while
revisiting those mediums that have sparked great interest, like felting and paper folding. We would like to thank
Archie Nahman for donating his talents, time, and materials for Menorah Making, and the Friends of
Cushman Library for funding the supplies necessary for the other workshops. If you have an artistic or crafty
talent that you would like to share during an adult/teen workshop at Cushman, please get in touch with Karen
Stinchfield at cushmanlibrary@gmail.com, 413-648-5402, via private message on Facebook, or drop by during
weekday open hours (or whenever you see her car across the street). The enthusiasm for these workshops is
very clear and we would love to offer a wide variety. For workshop listings, find us on Facebook, or drop by!

Stories with Children
Story Hour is held every Wednesday from 4:00-5:00, with Justin and Karen alternating weeks. Enjoy
thematic stories, crafts, and snack with your children of all ages. Everyone is welcome!
Preschool Story Time is specifically geared toward preschoolers in our community. Gathering the 1st Fridays
of each month at 11:00am, our patrons aged zero to 5 years can enjoy stories, activities, puzzles, maybe a
song, exploring the Children’s Room, and snack. Funded by a PVRSD Coordinated Family & Community
Engagement grant. Join us!

Follow Cushman Library on Facebook!
for the Latest Updates, Programming Information, and Other Library News!
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Mark Your Calendars!
An Evening with Author Roxann Davis
Tuesday, January 16th @ 7:00 @ Cushman Library
Visit with Roxann Davis, author of Nightbeat: A Bailey and Knowles Mystery, and perhaps enjoy a
teaser of what's to come in her second volume of this exciting new mystery series. Copies of Nightbeat
will be available for purchase and signing, and refreshments will be offered. Join Us!

Enjoy Online Literature, Movies, Language Lessons, and Classes...
All You Need is Your Cushman Card!

COMICS PLUS! is home to thousands of graphic novels and comics. To enjoy the vast selection, simply go to
www.rbdigital.com/cushmanlibma/service/comicsplus and click on “Create New Account.”
INSTANTFLIX: View more than 7,000 movies, documentaries, shorts, animations, etc! All you need is your
Cushman card and the ability to view streaming video. Go to www.rbdigital.com/cushmanlibma/instantflix to
start enjoying! It’s a fabulously deep rabbit hole!
TRANSPARENT LANGUAGE ONLINE offers lessons in 90 foreign languages and ESL training in 25
different languages. Go to http://library.transparent.com/cushmanlibma/game/modern/login to get started.
UNIVERSAL CLASS: Take FREE courses through this educational service that offers 500+ courses for
people in pursuit of knowledge, both for personal enrichment and professional training. Go to
http://cushmanma.universalclass.com/barcode-login.htm?enter+code to get started.

Regular Programming for Adults & Teens
Bonjour! The Bernardston French Conversation Group meets monthly on the 2nd Tuesday from 5:30 to
6:30. If you speak French and would like to join the conversation, drop by any 2nd Tuesday. We’d love to have
you join us!
Our Book Discussion Group meets one Monday evening, from 6:30-7:30, each month. Our next discussion is
on January 29th at 6:30. We’ll be discussing the amazing true story of Grandma Gatewood’s Walk: The
Inspiring Story of the Woman Who Saved the Appalachian Trail, written by Ben Montgomery. Grandma
Gatewood walked the Appalachian Trail for her first time while she was in her sixties, and then she went on to
walk it two more times! We have copies at the circulation desk, and there’s still time to read it. Join Us around
the big table for discussion of this inspiring person!
Wednesday Night Knitters, our weekly knitting group, gathers around the big table every Wednesday
evening, from 5:30 to 7:30. Everyone is welcome to join, even absolute beginners! Come, sit and knit!

Coming in the Warmer Months (Really, it will be warm again!)
Summer Reading is already in the works, as Karen is planning the six-week program that features the theme of
MUSIC, with the slogan “Libraries Rock!” (yeah they do!). We will be offering a program for our younger
patrons that will include six weeks of weekly reading goals, music-themed crafts & activities, and lots of
great prizes! We will again be coordinating our special events, as well as weekly library visits, with the
Summer Recreation program at Bernardston Elementary School. Registration will begin on June 25th.
We have just heard that the Bernardston Cultural Council will be funding a good portion of our music-themed
summer programming, including a Digeridoo Making Workshop for kids and teens with Appalachian Still’s
Jared Libby, and a Concerts by the Pond series featuring Appalachian Still, The Bork-Tinen-Kahn Trio,
Mamma’s Marmalade, and Squash Blossom. The series will run from June to August, so be sure to watch for
more information, and dream of live music under the warm summer sky!
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Bernardston Senior Center: where fun never retires!
Check us out online!
Our newsletter, schedule, and menu are now available on the town website.

HAPPY NEW YEAR and Thank you from Dianne Cornwell
Dear Bernardston Friends,
It will be a new year with many changes to come at the Senior Center. I am retiring at the end of
February. You are cordially invited to stop in on February 28th from 10-2 on my last day at the Center to share a
memory, or sign up and have lunch. The memories I take with me are too many to list, but in my almost fifteen
years of service here, I have met so many wonderful people and have had many many good times. I am thankful
that I was given the opportunity to be a part of such an incredible organization and proudly worked for the good
of this community. It’s amazing how the minutes have just flown by. I am looking forward to continuing as a
participant in the wonderful activities and programs offered here. While I know some are anxious that I am
handing over the helm, the COA is actively working to ensure a smooth transition and as you did with me, I am
sure the community will embrace its new Director with open arms. Again, thank you for so many wonderful
moments. ---Dianne Cornwell
What’s New at the Center this year...
The Senior Center wishes to thank the many citizens of Bernardston for their generous participation in the
Scarecrow in the Park Fundraiser. We did very well this year and it couldn’t have come at a better time since
funding for programs is hard to come by and we are experiencing cut backs from agencies that fund programs
for seniors. In October, Lifepath cut our dining center manager to 3 days a week. Lifepath continues to fund
food for meals but we are now responsible for finding volunteers to help prepare, serve and clean up for the
meals. At this writing, the COA is paying for the services for our Monday evening meal, and we are using a
senior aide to help with Friday Congregate meals but we will need to make a plan for the next fiscal year that
relies more on volunteer efforts. We are looking for anyone interested in volunteering to help with either day to
get in touch by calling 648-5413. We are able to send interested persons for Serve Safe Training. Please note
that anyone volunteering for this program will need to pass a CORI check.
Since October we have been offering our Congregate meal in the evening. A variety of programs and
activities that are scheduled starting at 3 with supper served promptly at 5:30. The suggested donation for an
evening meal is $3.00.The menu is available in our newsletter both in print and online. We encourage
interested participants to call 648-5319. If a van ride is needed participants may call 413-834-4084. This has
been a very successful program to date, but seating is limited to 38 for the evening meal. We hope you will join
us and enjoy meeting some old and new friends.
Upcoming Events at the Senior Center - Save the Dates!!
Educational Workshops and Other News from Outreach Services
Our Educational Series sponsored by the Council on Aging will continue over January February, March & April:

January 2018: “Post-holiday Support” with Pamela Moore, from Hospice. This program is designed to
help participants understand and deal with grief, loss of loved ones around and after the holidays. The program
will be offered the first three Fridays of the month, starting at 10:30-11:30, Jan 5th, 12th, and the 19th.
February 7th at 4:30pm: Eating Heart Healthy with registered dietician Alicia Walters from Baystate
Franklin Medical Center. Her program will try to answer some of the questions participants may have about
the many different advertised heart healthy diets, and will help you focus on choosing what is right for you.
Supper will follow at 5:30 pm. Please sign up by calling 413-648-5413.
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March 21st at 4:30 pm: The Art of Right Sized Living with Mark Liberatore from Caring Transitions of
the Pioneer Valley, a leading professional service in senior relocation, downsizing and estate liquidation.
Welcome Spring with a new approach to living with less. “Caring Transitions specializes in organizing and
managing senior relocations, downsizing, liquidation of belongings and estate sales for seniors who are moving
to a smaller home, back in with their children, or into senior living communities as well as others facing life
transitions.” Supper will follow at 5:30 pm. Please sign up by calling 413-648-5413.

Exercising for Fun, Fitness and Feeling Good!
ENHANCE®FITNESS CLASS, taught by a YMCA Instructor continues to happen three days a week on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Fridays in the mornings. Each session is a one-hour workout session that includes
a 5 to 10 minute warm up phase that incorporates balance exercises to stimulate blood flow to the muscles, 1520 minutes of strength training with soft ankle and hand weights, 20 minutes of walking or aerobic activity, and
flexibility cool down period.
We also hold a free-weight Healthy Bones and Balance class on Wednesdays, and are hoping to offer this
class on Mondays after the holidays. This class is a great way to get started if you have not exercised in a while,
or if you are thinking about knee replacement surgery. Caregivers are encouraged to attend with their loved
ones. There are no fees for classes, but donations are gladly accepted. Call 648-5413 and ask for Bev or stop in
for more information. Van service is available to and from the Center by calling 834-4084. It’s never too late to
start.
EYES on the PRIZE: We have an application in to start up another walking group. Check our newsletter for
availability of this program which we hope will start in January.
COUNCIL ON AGING needs you!
With the hiring of a new Director upcoming and many changes in programs, we are actively looking for new
members to join the COA either as a regular appointed member or as an Associate. This group meets monthly
as an advisory board to help with the planning and implementation of programs and for helping to promote
policies that benefit seniors as often as possible. If you are interested in joining, please call 413-648-5413 or
stop in.
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CELT C. GRANT
Master Gardener

Garden Maintenance & Installation
78 Church Street
Bernardston Ma 01337
H: 413.223.5129
C: 978.895.6465
Email: celtcgrant@gmail.com

Want your ad to appear in the Newsletter?
Well, it can! For a mere $100, your business card ad will
appear in 4 issues of the newsletter, each of which is sent to
every Bernardston residence and business. Extras are placed
in Town Hall, Cushman Library, the Bernardston Senior
Center, and the Bernardston Post Office. Plus, a PDF of the
newsletter is placed on the Town website. That breaks down
to $25 every 3 months for a whole lot of exposure! If you’re
interested in placing an ad, contact Hugh Campbell at Town
Hall or bernardstonnewsletter@gmail.com prior to February
th
20 for the April 2018 edition.
Thank You!

Bernardston Elementary School

Bob Clancy, Principal
clancyb@pvrsdk12.org

The holidays are on the horizon and the school year well underway at BES. At this writing the Turkey Trot, one
of our signature events, happens next week. Students at BES, as well those at Pearl Rhodes and the Warwick
Community School, will have completed their cross-country unit. It really is awesome to have nearly 300
students run the 1-mile course in Bernardston. Thank you to the Bernardston Police and Fire Departments for
their continuing support of the Turkey Trot.
November 13th there were four veterans from Bernardston and Northfield, three from World War II that were
honored at a Veteran’s Day assembly in the gym with all students attending. Students sang several songs and
presented cards to the veterans that attended.
Other events that will likely have passed by publication include the Primary Concert on December 12th and the
Uppers Concert on December 18th. Students have been practicing seasonal songs. Band students have also been
learning and practicing new music for their concert.
Thank you very much to the Town of Bernardston for providing funding for the great new exterior lights for the
parking lot, playground loop, and entrances at BES. All areas are now very well-lit with energy efficient LED
fixtures. Students from Franklin County Technical School installed them.
BES students continue to perform well on the State standardized tests, one measure used for Mathematics,
English language arts, and Science/Technology and Engineering. School accountability was held harmless this
year due to a trial run for the new MCAS tests. BES has been at a Level 1 for the past several years, the highest
of the 5 levels.
SCA/AmeriCorps (Student Conservation Association) volunteers return to BES on December 1st. AmeriCorps
is a federally-funded organization made up of volunteers. SCA’s mission is to build the next generation of
conservation leaders and inspire lifelong stewardship of the environment and communities by engaging young
people in hands-on service to the land. We are very fortunate to have two new volunteers that will be working
with students and teachers for twelve weeks beginning on December 5th. The volunteers will be at BES full days
on Wednesdays and Thursdays. They will be teaching environmental science units at all grade levels, tutoring
students in small groups, assisting with recess and lunch, and running nature-themed afterschool programs.
Upcoming events at BES include the Friends of BES Luau, the Pioneer Valley Symphony in April for grades 3
and 4, Special Olympics, Science Fair and classroom field trips to be planned for the spring.
Our 2017-18 school year is up and running and appears to be a great learning adventure for your children.
Thank you for supporting this great school! For more information please visit our school website at
bes.pvrsdk12.org.

Free Playgroup!
Come Play & Learn
For Parents & Caregivers with children ages infant to 5

Thursdays
9:30 - 11:00

in the Bernardston Elementary Gym
37 School Street
The playgroup will follow the public school calendar
Sponsored by Pioneer Valley Coordinated Family and Community Engagement Program
For more information contact Deb Wood @ 413-648-5450 or woodd@pvrsdk12.org
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Did you know… …the Foundation for Educational Excellence (FEE) is not a national organization but is
instead devoted to students in the Pioneer Valley Regional School District? …has helped supplement
curriculum offerings at Northfield, Warwick, Bernardston, and Pearl Rhodes elementary schools as well as
Pioneer Valley Regional School by providing well over $100,000 in support? …there are several awards and
scholarships given to graduating PVRS seniors every year that are sponsored or co-sponsored by FEE? …your
contribution to FEE helps enhance the educational experience of the students in our school district?
We want you! We’d like to expand the board and encourage people to be in touch
should they be interested in serving on the board. We welcome representatives from
all four district towns as well as parents of school choice and Vernon students.
The Mission of FEE:
“The purpose of the Foundation for Educational Excellence, a non-profit
organization, is to promote educational enrichment, foster community awareness,
and encourage individual and corporate involvement in the educational life of the
Pioneer Valley Regional School District. The Foundation identifies appropriate
educational programs and activities in the arts, the humanities, and the sciences, and
seeks to support them and their implementation.”

for more information!

The Scarecrow in Park Planning Committee is seeking local artists, craftspeople, and specialty food vendors
who would like to rent booth space during our October 20th & 21st event. Scarecrow in the Park is a juried
festival, which enables us to present a quality and balanced art and craft show. The booth fee is extremely
reasonable at $45 per 10’X10’ and $70 per 10’X20’ booth space. Non-Profit and School-based Entities are also
welcome to participate, for a fee of $30 for a 10’X10’ booth. If you are interested in renting a booth space, or if
you have questions about the event, contact scarecrowinthepark@gmail.com. Don’t wait too long though.
We’ve already got 25 previous participants signed on for 2018!
Follow Scarecrow in the Park on Facebook for the Latest Updates!
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United Church of Bernardston
David Neil, Pastor

The end of 2017 was a busy and exciting time for the United Church of
Bernardston. We had our amazing Christmas Bazaar, we hosted the Franklin
County Tuba Christmas, and we marked the Advent/Christmas season with special
candle lighting during the services, a Children’s Christmas Program and the choir’s
Christmas Cantata. The season culminated with two beautiful services on Christmas
Eve.
As we enter 2018, we continue to have wonderful opportunities for
worship, for study, and for service. On January 7th our worship will center around
the theme of Baptism as we celebrate Jesus’ baptism and renew our own baptismal
vows. Our Sunday school program is using an innovative “Socratic” approach,
where the older kids sit together to listen to the sermon and make note of questions
or comments they have for Rev Neil during the fellowship time after church. You
might even see a tweet or Facebook post coming from the group during church.

In February we will begin a Wednesday evening adult study on Understanding the Old Testament using a
resource supplied by the Massachusetts Bible Society. And on Thursday evenings the United Church Choir rehearses.
These are open to anyone in the community who wishes to join us. Please call the church office at 648-9306 for any
details.
On the Second Wednesday of each month we will be holding a “Pub Talk.” We will get together in a restaurant
or pub in the area for about an hour and discuss topics that might be important to us. We have been doing this for well
over a year now and it has been a lot of fun. We talk about anything from the Parables of Jesus, to the 500 th Anniversary
of the Reformation to the purpose or identity of denomination in the 21 st century. Please feel free to join us for any of
these.
The Lenten Season starts on February 14th this year with an Ash Wednesday Service and continues through Palm
Sunday, March 25th. Easter Sunday is April 1st. We will be taking part in the North County Easter Sunrise service at
6:30 am and will be celebrating the day with service at the church at 10:30 am.
The United Church of Bernardston is proud of it status as an Open and Affirming Church and a Reconciling
Ministries Congregation. Our worship, on Sunday mornings at 10:30 am, is open to anyone who wishes to join us. As the
saying goes “No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are invited and welcomed here.”
Please check the church website at www.unitedchurchofbernardston.org or, better yet, like our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/ucbernardston.
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Bernardston, MA
Title 5 Compliance
Septic Systems Pumping
Executive Portable Toilet Trailers
Consumer Satisfaction with a Smile!

Get Your Ad Into This
Newsletter!

info@a1-enterprises.net
www.a1-enterprises.net
413-498-5458

Contact Hugh Campbell @ Town Hall or
bernardstonnewsletter@gmail.com

Bernardston Unitarian Church in the 1739 Meetinghouse
corner of Church and Depot Streets
Box 5, Bernardston 01337-0005
Contact people: Annette Mackin or Mark Wadleigh 413-330-0807 or Clerk, Linda Lively

The Bernardston Unitarian Church welcomes all to our Sunday services at 11:30
am. We start with coffee hour at 11am before the service when you can meet with UUs
and Friends of the church from around the county. Our webpage is usually up-to-date
with our weekly program and also contains contact information. There is also a history
of the 1739 Meetinghouse and its journey down the hill from its original location at the
top of Huckle Hill. It’s a great account authored by our dear late member and President,
Caryl Dyer who was responsible for our building becoming listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.
Rev. Steve Wilson, our minister of 12 years, is presently serving on the beautiful California coast. However, he
returns to the Bernardston pulpit on January 7th. See our webpage for service details. Steve will also preach in
Bernardston during the summer. Rev. Jean Wahlstrom, Dan Tinen and Barry Deitz preside over our services the 1st, 2nd
and 3rd Sundays. 4th Sundays traditionally are Arts & Activism Sundays with speakers from Community organizations,
Art Workshops, or movies of special importance and interest to our Congregation. Greg Maichack starts off Arts &
Activism Sundays in January with his wonderful Pastel Art Workshop. Call Annette Mackin at 413-330-0807 to reserve a
space for this workshop on Jan. 21. They always fill up!
Other activities planned include reading and discussing "Books in Common", Pot Luck Lunches, Hikes, and
special interest movies. Women's Group meets periodically at member's homes. Wednesdays 9:30-noon we open our
doors for a drop-in art workshop, followed by optional lunch at our local restaurants. Join the "Meetinghouse Artists."
Bring your own projects and materials and enjoy a congenial climate in which to work and grow.
We hope you will put Saturday evening, February 10th on your calendar for our "Valentine
Cabaret" fundraiser to support the restoration and upkeep of the historic First Meetinghouse in Bernardston. Information
about time and tickets will be posted on our webpage in January. We have booked a wonderful Boston jazz band: "3 At
Home" for the cabaret. ~ a sophisticated musical treat!
We are so grateful to Capt.Ken Hubbard, Jason Kelton and the Community Service Crew from Franklin House of
Correction for the marvelous paint job that they recently did on the exterior of the Meetinghouse. We also thank Celt
Grant for his expertise, diligence and hard work restoring the shutters and other important structural improvements. We
welcome donations for paint and tools to continue the interior renovations this winter. Please consider sending a small
donation to help restore this historic centerpiece of the village to Congregational Unitarian Society, Box 5, Bernardston
01337, or bring it in person some Sunday Morning! We welcome you!

For more information about this publication or if you would like to be added to the
distribution list as a contributor, please e-mail bernardstonnewsletter@gmail.com.

Bernardston Realtors, Mark and Amanda, offer the
knowledge and expertise you are looking for to help you buy
or sell your Bernardston Property.

Pizza, Grinders, Pasta,
Salads, and More!

Let the "A" Team (Abramson) work for you today!

Great Food at Two
Locations!

413-648-9800

413-773-7517

1 South Street, Bernardston

201 Main Street, Greenfield

www.antoniospizzaandgrinders.com
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CULTURAL COUNCIL MEMBERS NEEDED!
The Bernardston Cultural Council (BCC) is looking to add up to three members!
The council meets once or twice a year. In FY 2018, the BCC was funded with
$4,400 to support cultural programs and events to fund in our community.
The Bernardston Cultural Council is dedicated to supporting cultural events,
bringing citizens together to create a stronger community. We embrace diversity,
encourage education, and seek to improve the quality of life of all our residents.
If you would like to be involved and make a difference in your community,
contact the chair of the BCC, Kristina Costello, at kristinajcostello@yahoo.com.
To learn more about the Bernardston Cultural Council,
please visit our website, https://www.mass-culture.org/Bernardston
or Like us on Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/bernardstonculturalcouncil.

Zero-Interest Housing Rehabilitation Loans Available to Qualifying Bernardston Residents
The Franklin County Regional Housing & Redevelopment
Authority (HRA) is administering a housing rehabilitation loan
program on behalf of the Town of Bernardston. The program
offers zero-interest, deferred-payment loans of up to $35,000
to income-eligible residents to improve the safety and energy
efficiency of their homes. Income limits based on household
size: 1 - $44,800, 2 - $51,200, 3 - $57,600, 4 - $64,000. Please
call for income limits for larger households. For more
information and to request an application, please call Jen at
(413) 863-9781 ext. 137 or email jmorrow@fcrhra.org.
The next issue will cover future events that will take place during April-June, and past events from January-March. Everyone is
welcome to submit items of interest regarding Town department, board, and committee activities, as well as non-profit organizations,
rd
churches, and schools. The next deadline is February 23 . Items may be submitted as e-mail text or as a Microsoft Word attachment
to bernardstonnewsletter@gmail.com. Hardcopy submissions will not be accepted. Questions may also be directed to this e-mail
address. Feedback & suggestions are welcome. Thanks!
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